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Torah is much greater than the assistance needed for the
initial ‘understanding’ of Torah. Just as a metziah is acquired
by the finder alone, likewise, when one learns Torah,
Hashem only needs to reveal the Torah which is then
acquired and understood through the effort of study . When
it comes to retention, however, greater assistance is
needed. Hashem must give it to us as a present, otherwise
we would be unable to acquire it ourselves. To merit such
Siyata Dishamaya, merely toiling to study Torah is not
enough. In order to retain Torah, one must make himself like
a desert - totally subservient to the goal of acquiring Torah.

How does one go about achieving this goal?  He must push
all personal aspirations to the side and make room for one
ambition only - to acquire Torah. However, the concept of
ameilus b’torah, toiling to acquire Torah, is not limited to the
time one spends studying in the Beis Medrash, but extends
to all activities as well. This is why the Torah chose the
expression of taylachu, to go, in connection with Torah study.
Our efforts towards acquiring Torah must encompass every
aspect of our lives. If we pursue Torah with this attitude, we
will successfully acquire it, and merit all the blessings men-
tioned in the Parsha.

It may seem difficult to make Torah our sole ambition in life,
since most of us are busy with our careers and other worldly
pursuits.  An example that can make this concept of ameilus
B’Torah easier to understand is one of hobbies and sport.
There are people whose main enjoyment in life is golf.
Although they may actually spend most of their time doing
other activities, getting back on the golf course is always on
their mind. They are constantly thinking about how they can
improve their swing, which club to use, and so on. This is
definitely a level to strive for, lehavdil, in Torah. Through
toiling in Torah and coming to a clear understanding one can
come to feel immense enjoyment from his learning. Thus he
will want his life to revolve around the study of Torah. When
we reach this level we will receive the Torah as a present.
Not only as a Metzia, but as when one receives a gift and a
bond is created between the giver and the recipient. May we
be zocheh that our efforts should bring us to understand
Torah and form a strong relationship with the One who gives
us Torah.

Rabbi Willner learns full time at the kollel .

“Im Bechukosai Taylaychu – If you will follow my decrees…”

The Midrash explains this Passuk to mean: If you will toil in
my torah, you will merit the blessings enumerated in the
Parsha. Many commentaries question why the word
‘talaychu’ is used which literally means to go or walk. The
usual expression used by the Torah to demand obedience is
“If you will carry out my decrees.” Why the deviation here?

To answer this question let us examine an idea expressed by
R’ Shlomo Wolbe on the Gemara in Megilla 6b. “R’ Yitzchok
said, ‘If someone tells you I labored in Torah study but did not
find it (was not successful) do not believe him. If he tells you,
I have not labored in Torah study yet I did find it, do not
believe him. “Yagati Umatzasi Taamin.” However, if one
says I have toiled and have found it , believe him.’”

The Gemara states that this refers to one’s understanding of
Torah, but in regard to retaining one’s learning, success is
dependent on heavenly assistance.

The Vilna Gaon explains that the word “Matzasi”, “I have
found” teaches us that even after all the hard work one puts
in to the study of Torah, the understanding is not a natural
outcome. Rather, one works and toils until Hashem opens up
his eyes and one comes to understand what he has learned.
The question then arises, according to the Gaon of Vilna,
what is the difference between understanding and retaining
Torah, if they both are dependent on Heavenly assistance,
Siyata Dishmaya.

We can understand the difference by learning a Gemara in
Eruvin 54a. R’ Masna asks – What is the meaning of the
Passuk that deals with the travels of Klal Yisrael in the
Midbar which says that the Jews traveled – “from Midbar to
Matana?”  This teaches us that if one makes himself like a
Midbar, a desert that everyone treads upon, he will receive
the Torah as a gift, a Matana. R’ Wolbe points out that
concerning “understanding” the Gemara in Megilla had used
the term ‘Matzasi,’ as if one has found an object.  When
speaking about “retention,” the term ‘gift’ is used. He explains
that there is a basic difference between acquiring a gift and
acquiring a lost object. To acquire a gift one needs the
consent of the owner to transfer ownership. Acquiring a lost
object, on the other hand, is accomplished entirely by the
finder. Unlike a gift, no help is needed for its acquisition.

We can now understand the difference between attaining
understanding and the retention of Torah. To achieve either
one, Siyata Dishamaya, Heavenly assistance, is essential.
However, the degree of assistance necessary to retain one’s
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2PHU�DUH�WKH�FHVVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHDWK�RI�5DEEL�$NLYD·V
7DOPLGLP�DQG�WKH� \DKU]KHLW� RI�5DEEL� 6KLPRQ�%DU� <RFKDL�
0DQ\�H[SUHVV�DPD]HPHQW�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�UHDVRQV�IRU�FHOH�
EUDWLRQ��$IWHU�DOO��WKH�*HPDUD��<HYDPRV���%��GHVFULEHV�WKH
ZRUOG�DV�EHLQJ�GHVRODWH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�GHDWK�RI�5DEEL
$NLYD·V�7DOPLGLP��7KH�3UL�&KDGDVK�H[SODLQV�WKDW�LQ�HVVHQFH
LW� LV�WKH� UHELUWK�RI�7RUDK�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�RQ�WKLV
GD\��,W�ZDV�RQ�WKLV�GD\�WKDW�5DEEL�$NLYD�JDWKHUHG�ILYH�QHZ
7DOPLGLP�� LQFOXGLQJ�5DEEL� 6KLPRQ�%DU� <RFKDL��DQG�EHJDQ
WUDQVPLWWLQJ� WKH� 7RUDK� DQHZ�� :H� DUH� FHOHEUDWLQJ� WKH
VWUHQJWK�DQG�VSLULW�RI�WKHVH�JUHDW�PHQ�ZKR��GHVSLWH�WKHLU
SDLQ�DQG�VRUURZ��URVH�XS�DQG�UHEXLOW�WKH�7RUDK�
7KH� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� \DKU]KHLW� RI� 5DEEL� 6KLPRQ� %DU
<RFKDL� LV� DQRWKHU� VXEMHFW�ZLWK�ZKLFK� VRPH�H[SUHVV�ZRQ�
GHU��$V�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH�RXU�XVXDO�IHHOLQJV�RQ�D�\DKU]KHLW
DUH�IHHOLQJV�RI�ORVV��VHH�&KDVDP�6RIHU�<'�������,Q�DGGUHVV�
LQJ� WKLV� GLIILFXOW\�� RQH� PXVW� ILUVW� DSSUHFLDWH� WKH� VLJQLIL�
FDQFH�RI� 5DEEL�6KLPRQ��7KH� VHIDULP� WHDFK�XV� WKDW� 5DEEL
6KLPRQ� EURXJKW� WKH� KLGGHQ� OLJKW� RI� 7RUDK� GRZQ� WR� WKH
ZRUOG�� DQG� FRPSDUH� KLV� JUHDWQHVV� ZLWK� QRQH� RWKHU� WKDQ
0RVKH� 5DEEHLQX�� +LV� WHDFKLQJV�� UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� 7RUDV
+DQLVWDU� RU� .DEEDODK�� DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� WKH� WUXH� VHFUHWV� RI
WKH�7RUDK�DQG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�KLV�GHDWK�VRPH�RI� WKH�PRVW
HVRWHULF� DQG� SURIRXQG� VHFUHWV� ZHUH� UHYHDOHG�� � ,QGHHG
5DEEL�6KLPRQ�KLPVHOI�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�GD\�RI�KLV�GHDWK�DV�D
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PRUH�DSSUHFLDWHG�E\� WKRVH� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� VWXG\�RI�.DE�
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7KH�6XVSHQVLRQ�RI�0RXUQLQJ
7KH� GD\� RI� /DJ� %
2PHU� EULQJV� D� VXVSHQVLRQ� RU� DQ� HQG
�GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� FXVWRP�� WR� WKH� PRXUQLQJ
SHULRG�REVHUYHG�GXULQJ� 6HILUDK��$OWKRXJK�QRUPDOO\�REVHU�
YDQFH� RI� KROLGD\V� EHJLQ� ZLWK� WKH� SUHYLRXV� QLJKW�� RQ� /DJ
%
2PHU�WKH�ODZV�RI�PRXUQLQJ�DUH�QRW�VXVSHQGHG�XQWLO�WKH
IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ��7KHUHIRUH��VKDYLQJ�DQG�KDLUFXWV�DUH�QRW
SHUPLWWHG� XQWLO� WKH�PRUQLQJ�� 7KH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKLV� LV� WKDW
VLQFH� /DJ� %
2PHU� LV� FRXQWHG� DV� RQH� RI� WKH� ��� GD\V� RI
PRXUQLQJ��ZH�PXVW�SDUWLDOO\�REVHUYH�PRXUQLQJ�RQ�WKLV�GD\�
:H� WKHQ�DSSO\� WKH�SULQFLSOH� RI�´0LNW]DV�+D<RP�.LFKXORµ
�SDUW�RI�WKH�GD\�LV�FRXQWHG�DV� WKH�ZKROH�GD\���5HJDUGLQJ
ZHGGLQJV�� WKH� 0LVKQD� %UXUDK� ZULWHV� WKDW� LI� /DJ� %·2PHU

IDOOV�RXW�RQ�)ULGD\��ZHGGLQJV�PD\�EH�PDGH�RQ�7KXUVGD\�QLJKW
LI�QHFHVVDU\��+D*DRQ�5DY�0RVKH�)HLQVWHLQ�]WµO�LV�PRUH�OHQLHQW
DQG� SHUPLWV� ZHGGLQJV� RQ� /DJ� %·2PHU� HYH� LQ� DOO� FDVHV� DQG
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,JURV�0RVKH��(+�������DQG�2&��������
7KH�SUHYDOHQW�PLQKDJ� LQ� .ODO� <LVURHO� LV� WR� OLJKW�ERQILUHV� DQG
UHMRLFH�LQ�VLQJLQJ�DQG�GDQFLQJ�HYHQ�RQ�/DJ�%
2PHU�HYHQLQJ�

$VVRUWHG�3UDFWLFHV
7DFKDQXQ� LV� QRW� UHFLWHG�RQ� /DJ�%
2PHU�� QRU� E\�0LQFKDK� WKH
GD\�EHIRUH��5HJDUGLQJ�/DPHQDW]HDFK�E\�6KDFKDULV��WKHUH�LV�D
GLIIHUHQFH� RI� FXVWRPV� �VHH� 350*� ������ DQG� 3UL� &KDGDVK
�������
$VLGH� IURP�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV�KHOG�DW�0HLURQ� �WKH�JUDYHVLWH�RI
5DEEL�6KLPRQ�%DU�<RFKDL���WKHUH�DUH�FXVWRPV�WR�YLVLW�JUDYHV�RI
RWKHU�7]DGLNLP��6XFK�SODFHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�NHYHU�RI�WKH�5HPD�LQ
.UDNRZ��ZKRVH�\DKU]KHLW�LV�RQ�/DJ�%
2PHU��DV�ZHOO�
7KH� SRVNLP� WHOO� XV� WKDW� RQ� WKH� HYHQLQJ� RI� /DJ� %
2PHU�� RQH
VKRXOG�EH�FDXWLRXV�QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�GD\�´E\�QDPHµ�SULRU�WR
KDYLQJ�FRXQWHG�6HILUD���%\�VD\LQJ�´,W·V�/DJ�%
2PHUµ�RU�WKH�OLNH�
RQH� PD\� KDYH� XQZLWWLQJO\� IXOILOOHG� KLV� PLW]YDK� RI� FRXQWLQJ
WKDW� QLJKW·V� 2PHU� DQG�PD\�QRW� EH� DEOH� WR� FRXQW� WKDW� QLJKW
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ER\V�WR�WKH�.HYHU�RI�5DEEL�6KLPRQ�LQ�0HLURQ�DQG�PDQ\�EULQJ
WKHLU�ER\V� WR�WKH�.HYHU�RI�6KLPRQ�+DW]DGLN� LQ�(DVW�<HUXVKD�
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%RQILUHV
$V� /DJ�%
2PHU� LV� D� GD\�ZKHQ�ZH� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� JUHDWQHVV� RI
5DEEL�6KLPRQ�%DU�<RFKDL�� WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�FXVWRPV�ZKLFK
UHODWH� WR� WKH� .DEDOLVWLF� QDWXUH� RI� KLV� WHDFKLQJV�� 2QH� VXFK
FXVWRP� LV�WR� OLJKW�ERQILUHV�DQG�FDQGOHV��ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQW� WKH
KLGGHQ� OLJKW� RI� WKH�7RUDK�� ,W� LV� DOVR�FXVWRPDU\�WR� VLQJ�VRQJV
FRPSRVHG� LQ�KRQRU� RI�5DEEL�6KLPRQ��ZKLFK� DUH� UHSOHWH�ZLWK
.DEDOLVWLF�UHIHUHQFHV�

%RZV�DQG�$UURZV
,Q�&KDVLGLF�FLUFOHV��PDQ\�JUHDW�OHDGHUV�ZRXOG�JR�RXWGRRUV�DQG
PDNH�XVH�RI�D�ERZ�DQG�DUURZ��7KLV�V\PEROL]HG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ
WKDW� DV� ORQJ� DV� 5DEEL� 6KLPRQ� OLYHG�� UDLQERZV�� ZKLFK� DUH� D
V\PERO�RI�+DVKHP·V�RDWK�RI�UHVWUDLQW�LQ�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�
ZHUH� QRW� VHHQ�� 7KLV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� =RKDU�� LV� D� VLJQ� RI� D
WUXO\� ULJKWHRXV� SHUVRQ� VLQFH� KLV� PHULW� DORQH� ZDV� HQRXJK� WR
VDYH� WKH� ZRUOG�� WKHUHE\� QRW� QHHGLQJ� WR� UHO\� RQ� +DVKHP·V
UHVWUDLQW�� 7KH� ERZ� DQG� DUURZ� DOVR� V\PEROL]HV� WKDW� 5DEEL
6KLPRQ·V�PHULW�WRRN�WKH�SODFH�RI�WKH�ERZ�LQ�SURWHFWLQJ�%QHL
<LVUDHO�


