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by Hashem and being a zecher for Yetzias Mitzraim
corresponds to having a time set by Klal Yisroel. What is
the reason for this?

The Sefer Hachinuch explains that the primary purpose,
and culmination, of Yetzias Mitzraim was Kabolas Ha-
torah, where Klas Yisroel was designated as the Nation
of Hashem. Yetzias Mitzraim was not merely  a release
from slavery, but a transition from being slaves of the
Egyptians to being Avdei Hashem. This idea is also
present in the freeing of slaves on Yovel. Later on in this
week’s Parsha, the pasuk states: “And [the slaves] shall
go out… for they are My servants who I redeemed from
Mitzraim” (Vayikra 25:42). The slaves are not merely
freed from bondage; they are freed in order to be Avdai
Hashem, just like Yetzias Mitzraim.

This is perhaps the reason for the Meshech Chochma’s
connection between what each holiday commemorates
and who sets its time. Since Yom Tov and Yovel com-
memorate Klal Yisroel’s becoming the Am Hashem
through Yetzias Mitzraim, it is appropriate that  Klal
Yisroel exercise its authority as the Am Hashem to set
the times of these occasions. Shabbos and Shmita,
however, which commemorate the fact that Hashem
created the world, have their times determined solely by
Hashem.

This idea is further illustrated by the Gemorah in Beitza.
The Gemorah mentions that when Yom Tov and Shab-
bos are on the same day the brocho in Shemona Esrei
is: “Mekadesh HaShabbos V’Yisroel V’Hazmanim”
Hashem sanctifies Shabbos, Klal Yisroel, and Yom Tov.
The Gemora explains that because Shabbos is sancti-
fied by Hashem Himself, we first bless Hashem for
sanctifying Shabbos, then for sanctifying Klal Yisroel,
who in turn have the authority to sanctify Yom Tov.

Rabbi Rokach learns night seder at the kollel.

In this week’s Parsha, Shmita is referred to as “Shabbos
L’Hashem” – a resting period to Hashem (Vayikra
25:2). With regard to Yovel, the pasuk states: “Kodesh

Tiyeh L’chem” – it shall be holy to you (Vayikra 25:12).
Why is it that Shmita is considered L’Hashem, to
Hashem, while Yovel is considered L’chem, to you?

To answer this question, the Meshech Chochma begins
by pointing out that the same language appears in the
psukim discussing Shabbos and Yom Tov. Shabbos is
called “Shabbos L’Hashem” – a resting period to
Hashem (Shemos 20:10), while Yomim Tovim are de-
scribed as “Mikra Kodesh Tiyeh L’chem” – holy to you
(Vayikra 23). This refers to a basic difference between
Shabbos and Yom Tov. Shabbos has a set time, once
every 7 days, while the time of Yom Tov depends on
when Beis Din sets the new month.  Because the time of
Shabbos is determined by Hashem, it is attributed “to
Hashem.” The time of Yom Tov is determined by Klal
Yisroel so it is attributed “to you.” In this regard, Shmita
is similar to Shabbos and Yovel is similar to Yom Tov.
Although the occurrence of Shmita once every seven
years is set by Hashem, the Meshech Chochmah points
out that Yovel depends on Klal Yisroel. If the laws of
Yovel (such as the freeing of slaves and blowing the
Shofar) aren’t observed, Yovel doesn’t take place.
Therefore, Shmita is considered “to Hashem” and Yovel
“to you.”

The Meshech Chochma adds that this distinction be-
tween Shabbos and Shmita on one hand and Yom Tov
and Yovel on the other is based upon the different
concepts that they commemorate. Yom Tov is a zecher
for Yetzias Mitzriam, as is Yovel since it includes the
freeing of slaves. Shabbos and Shmita, which occur in
intervals of seven, are both a zecher for Shabbos
Bereishis, when Hashem created the world in six days
and “rested” on the seventh.  But, the Meshech
Chochma does not explain why it is that being a zecher
for Shabbos Bereishis corresponds to having a time set
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