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Rabbi Akiva Niehaus

LEISHEIV B’ SUKKAH: A PRIMER

Types of Activities

Although the mitzvah of Sukkah obligates one
to eat, sleep, and dwell in the Sukkah, the beracha
of Leisheiv B’Sukkah is generally only recited when
one eats in the Sukkah — not for other activities
(Shulchan Aruch 639:8). Nevertheless, if one enters
the Sukkah and intends to eat something a bit later,
he should try to eat something right away and
recite Leisheiv B’Sukkah in order to avoid sitting
there the entire time without reciting a beracha
(Mishnah Berurah 639:46).

There is a dispute in the poskim if one recites
Leisheiv B’Sukkah before going to sleep in the
Sukkah (see Shaar Hatziyun 668:7). Therefore,
to avoid the dispute, some poskim say that one
should try to eat some food beforehand so that he
can make a Leisheiv B’Sukkah on the food, which
will cover his sleeping as well (Chut Shani 639:7, pg.
250).

Type of Food and Quantity

The beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah is only recited
on certain foods (largely based on Shulchan Aruch
639:2 and Mishnah Berurah ad loc.):

©® Bread: The beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah is
only recited on bread when one eats a “proper
meal,” which consists of more than a k’beitzah.

©® Mezonos Foods: If one wishes to eat cooked
non-bread products (like macaroni) made from

(continued on page 5)
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Rabbi Daniel Yarmush

Avrohom's Chesed and The Sukkah

When Avrohom Avinu invited his guests (the Malachim) to recline under the tree, Hashem
responded with a promise: “Just like you provided shade, | will provide shelter to your descendants.
In the desert they will have the Ananei Hakavod, and afterwards they will have the mitzvah of
Sukkos” (Medrash Rabbah, Bereishis 48:10). The Eitz Yosef explains the Medrash to mean that
Klal Yisroel received the mitzvah of Sukkos in the merit of Avraham Avinu. What is the connection
between Avraham’s chesed and the mitzvah of Sukkah? We will offer two explanations.

The Ben Ish Chai (Ben Yehoyada B”K 50a) writes that Avraham Avinu personified the pillar of
chesed and because of this, the Yom Tov of Sukkos was given in his honor since its mitzvos (sukkah
and lulav) bring chesed (from Hashem) to the world. With these words, the Ben Ish Chai reveals
to us a hidden secret: The mitzvah of Sukkah brings chesed of Hashem to the world. Chesed
performed by Avrohom brought about a source of chesed from Shamayim for his offsprings for
thousands of years! When we do chesed, we make pipelines that run from the heavens to us on
Earth. This is the first explanation, that as a reward for Avraham’s chesed, Hashem granted him a
mitzvah which would bring chesed to his children (see Yerach Lamoadim #51).

As an introduction to the second answer, it should be noted that chesed is often confused
with rachmanus — mercy. Mercy can come from a feeling of pity which one’s conscience does not
allow him to ignore. This is a praiseworthy attribute, but it’s not exactly chesed. Chesed is to go
beyond what pity obligates me to do. Like Avraham who sought out his guests and was obviously
not spurred by pity.

Rav Ephraim Wachsman shlita brought out this distinction with a short true story. A bochur was
near the diamond district in Manhattan on erev Shavuos trying to get to Monsey for Yom Tov, but
he missed the bus. A Satmar chasid passed by, saw him and stopped to help. He found out where
another bus was going to be leaving from in Williamsburg and took the bochur there, leaving him
in a nearby Bais Medrash to wait. He then got into his car and left. A few minutes later he came
back with some cookies and provisions for the stranded young man and wished him a safe trip
and gut Yom Tov. These were two acts of chesed. The original help, stopping to help a lost soul in
Manhattan, was an act of rachmanus, pity. The second act, the cookies, was true chesed. Going
out of one’s way to be nice where his conscience would allow him not to, is the cherished middah
that joins us with the Source of all chesed.

(continued on page 4)
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The Medrash (Yalkut Mishlei 949) says that someone who is lying in his bed and thinks
“tomorrow | am going to do something nice for so and so,” is destined to rejoice with the
tzadikim in the future. This is true chesed, because no one is asking him for anything. Chesed
in this form is emulating Hashem’s middah of chesed, thereby attaching oneself to Hashem.
The joy of tzadikim is to be connected to Hashem and this person deserves to share in that
joy.

With this in mind, perhaps this is a second explanation of why the reward for Avraham’s
chesed was the Ananei HaKavod and the sukkah. The Ananei HaKavod created a place where
Klal Yisroel lived as one with Hashem, separated from the rest of the world. That connection
was Avraham'’s reward. The sukkah continues the effect of the Ananei Hakavod, allowing us
to live removed from the world of distraction and separation, living as one with Hashem.

Moshiach’s Name and the Lulav

There is a very intriguing Gemara in Pesachim (5a). The Gemara (according to the
Maharsha) says that in the merit of the mitzvah of the daled minim, we got “the name
of Moshiach.” The Maharsha explains that in the zchus of our rejoicing with the lulav, we
will rejoice with the coming of Moshiach. Moshiach’s name is Menachem and he will bring
consolation and happiness. To prove this point, he cites a pasuk, “13n2'v NN 1INNY — make
us happy like the days of our affliction” (Tehillim 90:16). Of the many pesukim which refer to
the joy of Moshiach’s coming, why did the Maharsha pick this one?

Perhaps the answer is that the joy described here is made complete through a great
amount of consolation. Every ounce of suffering will be transformed into an ounce of
happiness. In order to be completely joyous, we will be allowed to understand the purpose
of all that hardship, and we will consequently rejoice over that very suffering, fulfilling the
implication of the pasuk 12n'2'w NN INNY.

With this understanding, perhaps we can suggest a little deeper understanding of why
the lulav gives us this zchus. The Seder Olam reveals to us that one of the reasons we take
these four species specifically is because they are unique in the way they are taken care of
by Hashem. While every blade of grass has a Malach that controls it, these four species are
controlled directly by Hashem. Just as Klal Yisroel has no intermediaries, so too these four
species have no intermediary.

We now understand that we are rejoicing with these four species specifically because
we have something in common with them. We rejoice over the knowledge and comfort in
knowing that every last thing that happens to us is carefully decided and planned by our
Father in heaven.

It follows that in the merit of us being joyful about our special hashgacha pratis, we will be
zoche to rejoice over it in the future. When Moshiach — whose name is Menachem — comes,
we will be granted an understanding of Hashem’s ways in a way that will bring consolation,
resulting in true happiness. May we see that day very soon.

Koheles - For Hashem is in the Heavens

The pasuk says in Koheles (5:1), “2 D'p28N 1197 12T R'NYIN? 10N 28 7221 7'a 2V 202N 9N
D'DYIN )NAT 1IN |2 2V YIND 2V NNRIEDMWA D'P7RN — Be careful with your words, for Hashem
is in Shamayim and you are on the land; therefore, your words should be few (loose
translation).” The Dubno Magid (Kol Yaakov, Koheles) questions the rationale of this pasuk.
It seems counter-intuitive to stress the fact that Hashem is in Shamayim and we are so far
away on earth. If He’s so far away, how can this thought bring us to be more careful with our
words?

He answers with a mashal. An expert builder once got a blueprint of an extravagant and
glorious palace from a distant province. It had tens of rooms, each one especially large
and spacious. Grand hallways and staircases, foyers and ballrooms, all coming together
throughout the multi-story building to create a magnificent structure. All of this was depicted
on a particularly small-scale blueprint, making it hard to use. The builder gave his apprentice
the task of redrawing it on a larger scale so that he could have a more useable copy for his
records. Upon completion, the builder inspected the new drawing. Mostly, it was perfect, but
there was one corner that just wasn’t there. A small piece, but it was clearly missing. After
questioning, the apprentice became defensive. “Everything here is perfect except for one
small spot. How big is it already, an inch? What'’s the big deal?” “Fool!”, shouted the builder.



“Don’t you know that every ‘small little inch” on
that little paper represents another extravagant
room in the palace? Do you think the palace can
be built minus one big room somewhere?”
Shlomo Hamelech is telling us that our words on
earth may seem inconsequential, just a little word
here and there. Indeed, we are on little earth, but
Hashem is in Shamayim. He cares about every
word, and every word is a world in Shamayim. The
spiritual structures up there are far bigger than
any palace on earth and our words and actions are
the blueprints for them to be built. This is indeed
good reason for us to be careful with every word.

The Small with the Big

The pasuk in Tehillim (part of Hallel) says,
“0"ITan DY DRLPN ‘NN N2 - bless those who
fear Hashem, the small with the big.” Simply
understood, this is referring to the young and
the old, that both should be blessed. Perhaps,
though, there is a different understanding. There
are “small Yirei Hashem” and “big Yirei Hashem.”
The pasuk is saying that beracha should come
to all of them together (see Eitz Yosef quoted in
Mei’am Loez).

We can explain this based on a pretty well-
known interchange between Reb Shlomke Zviller
and a chassid who came for a beracha. The Rebbe
greeted him warmly, as he did for everyone
who came. “How can | help you, Tzadik?” The
man’s eyes lit up. “l came for a beracha for my
daughter who needs a shidduch, but now that
the Rebbe called me a Tzadik, | have a great idea.
My daughter, the daughter of a tzadik, would be
a perfect match for the Rebbi’s son, the son of
a tzadik.” Reb Shlomke explained patiently that
there are many types of tzadikim. “It would be
best if you do a shidduch with your type of tzadik
and | do with my type.”

There is much truth in Reb Shlomke’s
characteristic greeting. 0'{'T¥ 0712 JNVI — indeed,
every Yid is a tzaddik in a way. Some are big and
some are smaller tzadikim. So it is with Yirei
Hashem; there are small Yirei Hashem and there
are big Yirei Hashem.

At times, one may think of himself as unworthy
of Hashem’s beracha. He may think of himself as a
small Yirei Hashem and indeed, he may only be a
small Yirei Hashem. But in truth, he is a part of the
blueprint of an enormous and magnificent palace,
and his “small Yiras Shomayim” is absolutely
imperative for the building of that palace. To
that extent, Dovid Hamelech beseeches hashem,
“Send beracha to all of those who fear you, the
small with the big, together.”

Whatever level we find ourselves on, that is
what we should use to serve Hashem. Of course,
we should always be growing, but we should never
belittle what we have already accomplished. We
should allow ourselves to recognize that Hashem
is awaiting our avodah. He wants my hallel, my
lulav, my Torah and mitzvos, and He will send
equal beracha to whoever serves him to the best
of their personal ability.

DID YOU KNOW?

(continued from cover)

the five grains (wheat, barley, oats, spelt
or rye), he should eat them in the Sukkah
if he intends to eat more than a k’beitzah.
However, the beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah
should only be recited if he is eating the
food with a kvius (“permanence”) — not
when eating it as a snack. The following
scenarios are considered a kvius which
require a beracha: a) One sits down to eat
with three or more friends, or b) one eats a
large amount of food that would fill him up
for a meal.

© Pastries: If one wishes to eat more than
a k’beitzah of pastries, one should say the
beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah. However,
since there’s some doubt about the matter,
the Mishnah Berurah (639:16) writes that
it is proper to plan on staying in the Sukkah
for some time after eating, which obligates
a beracha according to all opinions. If
one is eating in order to fulfill the mitzvah
of making kiddush b’makom seudah on
Shabbos and Yom Tov, then a beracha can be
recited even without staying in the Sukkah.

® Meat, Chicken, Fish, Cheese, Fruits and
Vegetables: Leisheiv B’Sukkah is not recited
on these foods even if one establishes a meal
on these items (Shaar Hatziyun 693:39).

©® Wine: There is a dispute regarding wine,
and Mishnah Berurah (639:13) rules that
Leisheiv B’Sukkah is not recited.

The Order

What is the correct order for the berachos?
When one eats bread, the beracha of Hamotzi
must be recited prior to Leisheiv B’Sukkah. |s
it the same ruling regarding Mezonos foods?
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l writes that
unlike bread, the Leisheiv B’Sukkah recited
upon pastries is not a certain obligation. Since,
as mentioned, the possibility exists that one is
truly not obligated to recite Leisheiv B’Sukkah,
it may be considered an interruption between
the Mezonos and the eating. Therefore, the
beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah should be recited
before the Mezonos (since the beracha goes
on the sitting in the Sukkah — not necessarily
the eating) (Halichos Shlomo 9:10-11; but see
SS”K 48:fn 45 & Tikkunim). Nevertheless, the
common custom is to recite the beracha on
Mezonos foods prior to Leisheiv B’Sukkah (see
Chut Shani pg. 250; Rosh Kollel, Harav Dovid
Zucker shlita).

Sitting or Standing
In general, the beracha recited before doing

a mitzvah, such as blowing Shofar, must be
recited while standing. Nevertheless, the
Pri Megadim (A”A 8:1) writes that Leisheiv
B’Sukkah is different. Just like the beracha over
Hafrashas Challah can be said while sitting
because it allows one to eat, giving it the status
of a Birkas Hanehenin, so too, the beracha of
Leisheiv B’Sukkah permits one to eat his meal
in the Sukkah and can therefore be said while
seated.

Havdalah

The Mishnah Berurah (639:30) writes that
if one regularly recites Havdalah at home, it
must be recited in the Sukkah on Sukkos. As
mentioned, there is a dispute if the beracha
of Leisheiv B’Sukkah is recited on wine, and
the Mishnah Berurah (639:13) rules that
Leisheiv B’Sukkah is not recited. Therefore,
some rule that Leisheiv B’Sukkah is not recited
at Havdalah (Kovetz Halachos 15:9). Others,
however, rule that Leisheiv B’Sukkah should
be recited because the nature of Havdalah is
that it requires some level of kvius. It would
be highly unusual to recite it while standing in
the street, and it’s generally recited while in
the house (Halichos Shlomo 9:11). To avoid the
issue, many Poskim recommend reciting the
beracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah before drinking
the wine and then eating some cake or cookies
(more than a k’beitzah) right after drinking the
wine (Shiurei Halacha 23:12 citing the minhag
of the Steipler Gaon).

Related Halachos

® Forgot to Make the Beracha: If one forgot
to recite Leisheiv B’Sukkah before eating, he
should recite it in middle of the meal. If one
already completed the meal, he can still recite
the beracha provided that he’s still sitting in
the Sukkah since the mitzvah continues as long
as he remains in the Sukkah. Nevertheless,
some Poskim write that he should try to eat
something after reciting the beracha (see
Mishnah Berurah 639:48).

©® Sukkah Visit: One who Vvisits his friend
in their Sukkah should only recite Leisheiv
B’Sukkah if he eats a sufficient amount of food
there (see Mishnah Berurah 639:48 and Shaar
Hatziyun ad loc., Halichos Shlomo 9:12, Hilchos
Chag Bechag Il, 15:12, p. 75).

© Shlock Covering: If one sat down to eat and
recited Leisheiv B’Sukkah and then realized
that the shlock (awning) was covering the
Sukkah, he must recite Leisheiv B’Sukkah again
(Mishnah Berurah 639:48).
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Rabbi Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Beyer

Yom Kippur

The journey to Sukkos starts earlier, as early as
Elul, but let’s focus on Yom Kippur. On Yom Kippur
we stood in front of Hashem and went through
a figurative washing machine; all our sins of the
past were scrubbed and removed. We are white
and beautiful, pure and untainted. Now we’re
ready to go forward.

Sukkos

After being thoroughly cleansed, we are now
ready to enter the Sukkah. The Sukkah is Hashem’s
house. The Sukkah, explains the Oneg Yom Tov,
represents that we are under the jurisdiction of
Hashem — and only Hashem. In contrast, all the
nations of the world are under the influence of the
mazalos. The Vilna Gaon explains that the reason
why a Sukkah must have more shade than sun
and must be made from 221 1A N7109, the cheap
parts of vines, is because all the wealth in this
world comes from the mazal of the sun. On Sukkos
we make sure that our Sukkos are very shady and
we take cheap things for schach to symbolize that
the Sukkah is Hashem’s domain (even if nowadays
schach is very expensive, this wasn’t the original
intent). Similarly, the Pri Migadim expounds that
even though in the desert we were surrounded
by the Ananei HaKavod, the clouds of glory, on
all four sides, above, and below, the main cloud
we are commemorating through our Sukkos is
the top one because that keeps out the sun. This
teaches that 98w 9110 |'R — we are subservient
directly to Hashem and the stars have no control
over us. This is what it means that the Sukkah is
“NNIInN'NT N7'X — Hashem'’s shade.” When we sit
in the Sukkah, we’re sitting in Hashem’s abode.
We are in Hashem’s embrace, so to speak, and we
are completely under His control and not under
the power of anything else.

Another point. The Sukkah is very flimsy and
doesn’t offer much protection from the elements
— why is that? Why did Hashem command us to
make a structure that is so fragile?

Let’s explain with a story. R” Michel Zlotchover
(lived in the 1700’s) was once traveling and he
stopped off in a town. It was bitterly cold and
not having anywhere to stay, he started making

himself comfortable as best he could in the
shul. One of the locals, Yehoshua, noticed R’
Michel and asked him if he would be his guest.
R’ Michel was very happy to take him up on his
offer and Yehoshua took him home. It was a
two-room cottage, with a stove, a small table,
and two chairs. When Yehoshua opened the
door and the family realized they had a guest,
the room took on a festive air. R” Michel was
quickly shown to the table where he was served
a watery bowl of soup. After he finished eating,
he was shown to the only bed in the house.
R’ Michel was very impressed with the level
of hachnosas orchim of this family. He warmly
blessed them that they should start to prosper
and their house should get bigger and bigger
enabling them to do even more hachnosas
orchim.

Soon after, Yehoshua started to be very
successful, and it wasn’t long until he was a
very wealthy man. He moved his family to a
big house in the center of town and bought
himself and his family an updated wardrobe.
The richer he became, the less money he gave
until he stopped giving money altogether. His
home, which had always been a place of such
hachnosas orchim, was now closed to guests.

Years passed and R’ Michel was once again
passing through this town, collecting for a
certain need. He asked the townspeople for the
names of all the affluent people in town. The
townspeople mentioned Yehoshua’s name, but
they said you won’t see a penny from him. R’
Michel remembered Yehoshua from his last
visit and said that he still wanted to go. When
he knocked on the door, the butler opened the
door and said, “we don’t give out charity here.”
R’ Michel said that he’s an old friend and came
to say hello. The butler let him in and Yehoshua
instantly recognized him. Yehoshua said, “Thank
you so much for the beracha! It’s because of you
that | am as wealthy as | am.” R” Michel asked
Yehoshua, “What’s the difference between a
mirror and a window? Why are you able to see
through a window and not through a mirror?”
Yehoshua answered because a mirror is coated

The invigorating days of Elul and the Yomim Nora’im have passed. The intense
avodah of the last 40 days has shifted to a more relaxed and joyous atmosphere.
Is it by chance that right after Elul and Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur comes
Sukkos? Or is it just Hashem having rackmanus on us, that after such an intense
time, He grants us a reprieve and a break? Nothing in Yiddishkeit is accidental

and without good cause. Please join me on my journey.

in silver. R’ Michel smiled and said that’s exactly
right. Just like a mirror is coated in silver so too
you are coated in silver and can’t see other
people. R’ Michel said there’s only one solution.
He picked up a mirror that was sitting on the
desk and started to peel off the back. R’ Michel
said, “I’'m making the mirror into a glass so that
you'll also start to see other people.” Yehoshua
realized what was happening, and he begged R’
Michel to stop. He promised he’d change and
do teshuvah, but it was too late. Soon after,
Yehoshua lost all his money.

When we live with wealth and prosperity,
it’s very easy to forget about other people.
A person may even be unable to see Hashem
and connect to Him. When a person lives with
gashmiyus, he can very easily become self-
centered. What’s the solution? We go out of
our homes and we live in the flimsy Sukkah to
ensure that we don’t forget Hashem and others.
This is only possible once we want to connect
to Hashem through our avodah of Elul and
Rosh Hashana, and shed our dirty clothes, so
to speak, through the cleansing of Yom Kippur.
Now we can enter the Sukkah and see Hashem
clearly and really connect and live together with
Him.

The Sukkah teaches bitachon. The Sukkah
itself doesn’t lend us any protection — not from
the elements and not from robbers. The Sukkah
shatters all our false pretenses that we are in
charge and we control our lives. We live in a
transient world, and it is only through the grace
of Hashem that we are blessed with so much.

The Meshech Chochma writes that the
mitzvah of “paTn 111 — to cleave to Hashem”
refers to the mitzvah of bitachon since bitachon
is the way we glue ourselves to Hashem. It's a
feeling of attachment and when one is attached
and sees Hashem in every aspect of their lives,
this brings a tremendous menuchas hanefesh
and simcha. Therefore, Sukkos is zeman
simchoseinu.

Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah
With the commencement of Sukkos, we



Bitachon
is more than just a connection
to Hashem - it’s the main reason
the Torah was given and it’s the

basis of all mitzvos.

begin our ascent to the pinnacle of the Yamim Nora’im: Simchas
Torah. Just saying the word sends tingles of excitement through our
bodies. Simchas Torah is the day when we let loose all our inner joy
and excitement about learning and living a life of Torah. The whole
year, many are embarrassed to show their true emotions, but on
Simchas Torah, even the shy become alive. Simchas Torah is the
culmination of fifty-two days of consistent hard work. Fifty-two days
of extreme closeness to Hashem, starting with Rosh Chodesh Elul and
climaxing with Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah. Chazal tell us that
on Shemini Atzeres we’re the closest to Hashem. There’s no need
for mitzvos or any outside avodah; it’s a time of intimate connection
where it’s just us and Hashem. On this day of extreme intimacy,
we celebrate the Torah since the Torah is the word and thought of
Hashem. Through learning and toiling in the Torah, we become one
with the Torah. Through becoming part of the Torah, we create an
unbreakable close-knit bond with Hashem.

Why is Sukkos the introduction to Simchas Torah? As mentioned,
the avodah and foundation of Sukkos is bitachon. The Vilna Goan
writes that bitachon is more than just a connection to Hashem —it’s the
main reason the Torah was given and it’s the basis of all mitzvos. (This
needs a lot of explanation which is beyond the scope of this article.)
Rav Ahron Kotler zt”l explains that it doesn’t mean the purpose of
creation is bitachon, because Torah is the purpose of creation. Rather,
it means the purpose of the Torah is to become one with the Torah
and through that, become one with Hashem. But the only way this
is possible is through bitachon. Bitachon allows a person to let go of
everything in this world and give himself completely over to Hashem.
Once a person is entirely subservient and connected to Hashem, he
can connect to the Torah and become one with it. Therefore, it’s self-
understood why Simchas Torah takes place directly after Sukkos.

An Upwards Journey

To summarize, after we're washed and cleansed from sin on Yom
Kippur, we enter a new spiritual reality called the Sukkah. It’s where
we bask in Hashem’s presence and feel so protected and happy,
enabling us to grow in our bitachon. This culminates in the connection
and joyous celebration of Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah, where
we reaccept the yoke of Torah for the coming year.

Now that you’ve joined me on this whirlwind journey of growth
and opportunity, | look back and I’'m already missing it. | wish it would
never end. But then | look forward to the year which lies ahead, a year
filled with countless opportunities to reach ever higher. | now realize
that the Yamim Nora’im didn’t end! Rather, they are the power and
tools that will propel me to accomplish and attain ever greater heights
in my journey to perfection.

A DISCUSSION IN LOMDUS:
DALED MINIM VS. TEFILLIN

Rabbi Avraham Yarkoni

The Shulchan Aruch (O”C 645-649) enumerates various pesulim that
invalidate the arba minim. In a subsequent siman (650) the Shulchan
Aruch rules that the minimum length for the hadasim and aravos is three
tefachim, and the spine of the /ulav must be four tefachim in order to
protrude one tefach above the hadasim and aravos. The Mishnah Berurah
(Sha’ar Hatziyun #3) notes that if these species were to be longer than
necessary, they would not be invalidated if the extended length had one
of the pesulim mentioned in the previous simanim. He notes that this is
obvious and can also be sourced in the Chayei Adam. Presumably, his
reasoning is that once the branch has the full length requirement free
of any invalidations, any additional length is not necessary and won’t
invalidate the branch.

This halachah opens a question on another ruling of the Mishnah
Berurah. The Shulchan Aruch (33:3) rules that there is a Halachah L’Moshe
M’Sinai that the retzuos of tefillin must be black. The Biur Halachah there
says that if the retzuos are black for the full length of retzuah required by
halachah (see Shulchan Aruch 27:8 and 11) and are not black beyond that
point, he is in doubt whether they would be valid. He explains that since it
is all one retzua, the Halachah L’Moshe M’Sinai would possibly require the
entire retzuah to be black. The question is what is the difference between
these two halachos? Why is the Mishnah Berurah unsure regarding the
blackness of a retzuah past the length required by halacha, but certain
regarding a pesul on a hadas or aravah past the length required by
halacha?

Perhaps we can resolve this question by differentiating between the
halachos of black retzuos and pesulim on the daled minim. The presence
of one of the pesulim on a hadas or aravah does not invalidate the entire
branch; rather, it disqualifies the part of the branch that has that issue.
Therefore, if the branch contains three tefachim without any issues,
it is considered kosher for the mitzvah, and any pesulim past the three
tefachim would not disqualify it. Retzuos of tefillin, however, may be
different. It’s possible that the Halachah L’'Moshe M’Sinai that retzuos
must be black is a different type of halacha. Since the halachah is that
the retzuah must be black, if part of the retzua is not black, it does not
just disqualify that part of the retzuah; rather, it defines the retzuah as
a two-colored retzuah, which does not comply with the halachah that it
must be black. [This idea is suggested in the sefer Zichron Eliyahu (pg.
344) in the name of Rav Nissim Karelitz zt”/ to explain why the concept
of ‘Rubo Kekulo’ does not apply to the blackness of retzuos.] Accordingly,
the Biur Halachah suggests that even when the retzua lacks blackness past
the required length, since it is all attached as one retzuah, it is now a two-
colored retzua and is possibly invalid.

According to this, the Biur Halachah’s doubt regarding the blackness
of retzuos is specific to the halachah of being black. However, it’s possible
that a different pesul of the retzuah may be fine after the required length,
similar to the halachah of the daled minim.



THE AVODAH OF

Simchas Torah

Based on a schmuz by Rosh Kollel, Harav Dovid Zucker shlita

The Mitzvah of Shemini Atzeres

The Keren Orah asks a strong question. The halacha is that ein mi‘arvin
simcha b’simcha — we don’t mix one joy with another joy. If so, how were
Chazal able to establish Simchas Torah on Shemini Atzeres? Isn’t that taking
away from the joy of Shemini Atzeres? Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”/
answers as follows. The whole idea of Shemini Atzeres is to show and
demonstrate our love for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. After seven days of bringing
korbanos for all the nations, Hashem says to us, “Kasheh alai preidaschem
—it’s hard for me when you leave me.” Therefore, we spend one more day
on Shemini Atzeres being close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When Hashem
displays His love to us, we display that love back to Him. How do we express
that love? Through the Torah. By learning Torah and showing our joy for
Torah, we are showing our love back to Hashem. Therefore, the mitzvah
of Shemini Atzeres is limud haTorah, showing our love and joy with Torah.
The fact that we celebrate Simchas Torah on Shemini Atzeres is not a
contradiction; in fact, it’s exactly the same thing. It’s precisely how we
demonstrate our love to Hashem.

A New Person

Every year during Elul, the Chofetz Chaim used to say a derasha. It
was the same derasha every year and it took three minutes. He said that
it was very difficult to find esrogim in Poland, and therefore they had to
be imported. The price for a mehudar esrog was $500, which in that time
was a fortune, enough to buy a house. But there were people who were
able to afford them and bought those esrogim. Said the Chofetz Chaim,
according to this, a single mitzvah is worth as much as $500. This surely is
true for Limud HaTorah, that every word is worth that amount. He made
a calculation and estimated you can speak between 100 to 150 words in
one minute. If we go with 100 words per minute, this means that in one
hour a person can speak 6,000 words. If each one of those words is worth
$500, this means that in one hour he gets enough mitzvos to be worth $3
million. If this is so, said the Chofetz Chaim, how is it possible for someone
not to come five minutes early to seder to grab those extra z’chusim, or
to stay an extra five minutes later? And surely not to be mevatel, to stop
learning during seder. How is it possible for someone to give up on those
opportunities? And this is surely the case for bnei Torah who understand
and appreciate the value of Torah. This is the derasha he gave every year.
A talmid once came over to the Chofetz Chaim and said, “why does the
Rosh Yeshiva give the same derasha every year? We already know it from
the previous year.” The Chofetz Chaim answered as follows. He said that
every year he’s given Choson Torah. This raises the obvious question. Since
he never got divorced from the Torah in the previous year, why would
they make him a Choson Torah again? The answer is because he’s not the
same Chofetz Chaim. During the course of the year, he learned so much
more Torah. If last year he had 100 z’chusim, this year he has 200 z’chusim.
Therefore, it’s a new relationship and he’s a new Choson Torah. So too,
he said, it’s appropriate to give the same derasha again because he’s not
the same Chofetz Chaim. If he can give the derasha the year before when
he had 100 z’chusim, now when he has more z’chusim, he has even more
appreciation for the Torah and can give a stronger derasha the next year.

Every word of Torah is precious —
grab it and become a different person!

WVHEREW“L
YOUR FLIGHT

Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Weg

During the COVID-19 lockdowns, when international borders
were closed, some Asian airlines conceived a unique solution to
keep their operations running and satisfy the public’s bottled-
up urge to travel: the “flight to nowhere.” These were scenic,
round-trip journeys that took off and landed at the exact same
airport. Passengers enjoyed an authentic flight experience —
professional service, delicious food, and breathtaking views —
only to return to their exact point of departure.

Rabbi Yehuda Zev Klein notes that this phenomenon serves
as a powerful mashal for these auspicious times. As we traverse
the period of Elul, the Yamim Nora’im, and the Yomim Tovim
of Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres, we are elevated to a spiritual
height. We see vistas of kedushah and feel deeply connected
to the Ribono Shel Olam. Yet, if we fail to carry even a fragment
of that inspiration into the coming year, our experience mirrors
those flights to nowhere: exhilaration, followed by a return
to the status quo. Without a practical commitment or lasting
change, we risk landing exactly where we started — having
enjoyed the view, but gained no ground in our journey through
life.

This lesson is echoed in the Chassidishe pshat regarding why
we specifically “klap — hit” the aravos on Hoshana Rabbah,
not the other three Daled Minim. The aravah symbolizes an
individual who lacks both Torah and Ma’asim Tovim. Having
spent an entire week in the company of the Esrog — the
embodiment of the Tzaddik, rich in both Torah and Ma’asim
Tovim — they receive their “klaps” because they emerged
fundamentally unchanged. This serves as a poignant reminder
of the outcome when one remains stagnant instead of achieving
true transformation.

The Sfas Emes (Sukkos 5634) writes that Sukkos is uniquely
described in the Torah with the word bashanah: “v’chagosem
0so chag laHashem shivas yomim bashanah — you shall
celebrate it as a festival to Hashem for seven days in the year”
(Vayikra 23:41). He explains that this phrasing teaches us that
these seven days possess the unique potential to illuminate
the entirety of the year in ruchniyus, empowering us with the
strength to better serve Hashem.

May we all be inspired to carry the spirit of these auspicious
times forward, utilizing them to better serve Hashem throughout
the year.
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