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M Light for Others

As a general rule, when someone performs
a mitzvah on behalf of another person, the
beracha is recited by the one performing the
mitzvah, and the beneficiary does not need
to be present. (For example, see Mishnah
Berurah 432:10 regarding bedikas chametz,
and Rambam Hil’ Brachos 11:12-13.) Is the
halacha the same for lighting Menorah? For
example, if one who is ill and unable to light
the menorah himself asks someone else to
light in his home on his behalf, who should
recite the beracha? If the agent also lives in this
home, it’s obvious that he recites the beracha
since he too is obligated to light in this place.
What if the agent lives elsewhere, would he
still recite the berachos? Many Poskim write
that an agent can recite the beracha only if
the one for whom the menorah is being lit
is nearby and listening to the berachos (see
Mishnah Berurah 675:9). Why is this different
than other mitzvos? One explanation is that
other mitzvos involve actions of mitzvos
(such as searching for chametz) and they
are done properly via an agent; therefore,
the agent may recite the beracha. Lighting
menorah, however, is obligatory only in
ones home (ner ish u’beiso); thus, when the
agent lights in someone else’s home, it is not
considered a mitzvah action. Therefore, he
may only recite a beracha if the homeowner
is nearby and listening (based on the concept
of shomeu koneh) (Halichos Shlomo 16:5). It
should be noted that some Poskim hold that,
similar to bedikas chametz, the agent should
recite the beracha of Lhadlik Ner Chanukah
even if the homeowner is not nearby - but
not the other berachos (Kovetz Halachos
6:14). Nevertheless, to avoid any questions, it
is preferable that immediately before lighting
for someone else, the agent first light the
Menorah in his own home with a beracha
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True Strength B In Al Hanissim we thank Hashem for “the gevuros - the strength” of the
Chashmonaim. Similarly, the Rambam (Hil’ Chanukah 3:1), when relating the story of
Chanukah, emphasizes the fact that the Chashmona’im “became strong” This does not seem
to fit with the statement we make later in Al Hanissim when we thank Hashem for the great
miracle of placing “the strong in the hands of the weak’, implying that the Chashmona’im
were not strong at all? The Brisker Rav explains that we find two words which appear to be
synonyms: Koach and Gevurah. However, there is a difference between the two: koach refers
to physical strength, whereas gevurah refers to character strength (as we find in the Mishnah
in Avos, Eizehu Gibbor — he who can overcome his yetzer hara). Thus, the praise of the
Chashmona’im refers not to their physical strength; after all, they were not necessarily strong
in the physical sense. Rather, they had the resilience, determination and guts to stand up and
fight for the honor of Hashem.

In the Hands of the Pure M In the tefillah of Al Hanissim, we thank Hashem for the amazing
miracle of allowing the Chashmona’im to win the battle against the Yevanim. We stress the
enormity of the miracle: “You placed the strong in the hands of the weak, many in the hands
of few, the impure in the hands of the pure, etc” The last comment is perplexing; why is it a
bigger miracle that the impure fell in the hands of the pure? Rav Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld zt”]
explains that this refers to another miracle, that even after the enemy died, the Yidden, the
pure ones, didn’t become impure, because Hashem made a miracle that they didn’t die right
way so as not to make them impure. Alternatively, the Sifsei Chaim explains that the above
descriptions are not intended to bring out the enormity of the miracle; rather, it is the reason
for the miracle. In other words, the reason why the “strong” fell is because the Yidden viewed
themselves as “weak,” allowing them to rely on Hashem; similarly, the “impure” fell because
the Yidden were “pure”

Zos Chanukah ® Many seforim refer to the 8" day of Chanukah as “Zos Chanukah - today is
Chanukah” Why? Perhaps the reason is because really Chanukah should be only seven days
since there was sufficient oil for one day (as per the famous question from the Beis Yosef), and
many answers are given to explain why its eight days. In fact, a recent search on the Otzar
Hachochmah database for “the Beis Yosef’s question on Chanukah” came up with more than
12,000 hits! Since this day caused an enormous amount of Torah to be learned, this day, the 8
day, truly personifies the essence of Chanukah, an increase in our Torah learning.
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and have intent to immediately light in the other home (ibid., Shvus
Yitzchok 10:1).

H Menorah for Women

Although women are generally exempt from time-bound mitzvos, they
are obligated in the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah. This is because
they were included in the terrible decrees against the Jewish nation, as
well as the fact that the redemption came through a woman (Gemara
Shabbos 23a and Rashi ad loc., Shulchan Aruch 675:3). Nevertheless,
many married women - as well as girls living at home with their parents
- rely on the lighting of their husbands or fathers (Mishnah Berurah
671:9) - but it is preferable that they be present and attentive during the
berachos [and lighting] (Kovetz Halachos 11:9). One reason that they rely
on the lighting of others is because in the olden days, the Menorah was lit
outdoors, by the front door (and this practice continues in Eretz Yisroel);
thus, it would be inappropriate for women and girls to light outdoors in
public (unless there is no one to light on their behalf). Although today
we commonly light indoors, the original custom hasn’t changed (Chasam
Sofer — Shabbos 21b; the same reason applies to Kiddush Levana and
Birkas HaChamah - Salmas Chaim #360).

B Window Lighting

The Gemara (Shabbos 22a) says that when the Menorah is lit in the
doorway, it should be placed on the left side, so that one who enters will
be surrounded by mitzvos: the Mezuzah on the right, and the Menorah
on the left. However, when lighting in the window (as is commonly
done in Chutz Laretz), it should ideally be placed in the right side of
the window because the right is generally more prestigious (if not for
the aforementioned consideration of being surrounded by mitzvos).
(Shalmei Moed pg. 193)

BN Havdalah and Menorah

On Motzai Shabbos Chanukabh, there is a dispute which of the following
has precedence - lighting the Menorah or reciting Havdalah. Some hold
that Havdalah should be recited first based on the general dictum that the
more common mitzvah should be performed first (tadir). Others argue
that the Menorah should be lit first in order to publicize the mitzvah
as early as possible and to ensure that it is lit in the proper time. There
are two customs in this matter, which follow the two opinions noted
above, and everyone should follow their custom (see Rama 681:2 and
Mishnah Berurah ad loc.). However, regarding lighting Menorah in shul,
all agree that the Menorah is lit before Havdalah. Why? Some explain
that the mitzvah of lighting at home is different than lighting in shul; the
former is a full obligation, whereas the latter is simply a custom. When
faced with two obligations, the more common mitzvah generally has
precedence. On the other hand, when it comes to a minhag, whichever
mitzvah is more beloved gets precedence. Therefore, since Menorah is
a beloved mitzvah, and is only a minhag in shul, it is lit first. [Similarly,
the Megillos of Shir Hashirim and Rus are read in shul before the regular
Torah reading, as opposed to Megilas Esther which is read afterwards.
Why? Unlike Megilas Esther which is obligatory, the other Megillos are
read based on custom; therefore, we ignore the rule of tadir and do the
beloved mitzvah first.] (Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchoso 2:58:23:106).
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Divine Intellect

Chazal tell us that one of the decrees issued by the Yevanim
was for the Jews to write on their possessions that they have
“no portion in the G-d of Yisroel” What aspect of Yiddishkeit
were they trying to negate?

The Yevanim were known for their high intellect. Greek
philosophy was a source of pride for them, and the beauty
of Chachmas Yevanis is even referenced in the Gemara. The
Jews, however, possess a source of intelligence which is far
superior to that of their human oppressors. When a Yid learns
Torah, it says, “Ki Hashem yitein chachma, m’piv daas usvuna
- for Hashem gives wisdom, from His mouth knowledge and
understanding”

A Yid has the ability to tap into Divine Intelligence - infinitely
higher than humans. The Alter of Kelm writes that this ability is
not limited to learning Torah; it is, in fact, something we are in
need of every moment. With every action, word and thought,
we create — or chas vshalom destroy — worlds of eternity. In
order to be properly equipped to run this tremendous daily
operation, we have been granted seichel - intellect. The Alter
refers to this as, “the strong and mighty seichel, the wisest
among the wise, a Portion of Hashem on High” One might
question this; is every Yids intelligence the “wisest of the wise?”
Don’t we see people doing silly things? The answer is that if we
were to live purely according to untainted seichel, we would see
how wise it is. Our intellect knows exactly what is right and
what is wrong. Our minds are the place where Hashem can
“speak” to us, leading us in every step of our lives. The problem
arises when we taint our pristine seichel with silliness.

Perhaps this lofty attribute is what the Yevanim were out to
negate. This intelligence - this Chelek Eloka Mimaal within
us — that’s what disturbed them. They felt that we’re no wiser
than they are. The Yevanim therefore forced the Jews to write
on their possessions that they have, “No portion in the G-d of
Yisroel,” so that they - the Yevanim - could consider themselves
the wisest of the nations. Rav Chaim Friedlander zt”I writes
that the words V’zeidim Byad Oskei Sorasecha recited in Al
Hanissim refer to this discrepancy. The haughty Yevanim were
given over to the hands of those who toil in Torah and we
praise Hashem for being granted the ability to live according to
our Divinely endowed seichel.
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Living with Hashem

Rabbi Daniel Yarmush ——

As described in Avodas HaChag, Hashem grants man tremendous wisdom and intellect. The purer one keeps
his knowledge, the clearer one hears the word of Hashem. Here’s a story of a tzaddik with pure intellect.

Rav Yaakov Galinsky zt”] was detained in a
Russian prison for practicing religion. There
were eightyhardened criminalsinjail with him
- murderers, thieves and the like. However,
Rav Yaakov’s jail mates respected him. They
recognized a more dignified demeanor; they
saw him praying and abstaining from certain
foods. One day, he realized it would be the
first night of Chanukah that night. How could
he possibly fulfill this beloved mitzvah while
in a Russian jail? After thinking it through,
he realized that the entire room received its
light from a small kerosene lamp high up on
the wall. If the wick would be lengthened,
more light could come from the lamp. Rav
Yaakov held that if he could make the wick
just a little longer for half an hour, he could
fulfill the mitzvah of hadlakas ner chanukah.
The problem was, however, that this would
cause the fuel to burn quicker and perhaps
leave them in the dark for the latter part of
the night. For this reason, the inmates never
touched the small knob which shortened and
lengthened the wick and they sufficed with
the little light that there was. Nevertheless,
when he presented his request to the other
inmates, they agreed to allow him to raise the
wick for half an hour.

Rav Yaakov was very excited! But there was
another problem. He was very short and

couldn’t reach the lamp! A particularly big
inmate hoisted the particularly small Rav
Yaakov on his shoulders so he could reach the
knob. Rav Yaakov recited three brachos and
reached to turn the knob. He turned it just a
little bit... and suddenly the room was pitch
dark! He had turned it the wrong way!

The inmates went into an uproar, screaming,
“Ican’t see!” “It’s pitch black in here!” “Turn on
the lamp!” They banged on the door until the
guard opened up. “What’s going on in here?!
Who turned off the lamp?!” The inmates
all pointed to the short young man; “Him!”
they said. Reb Yaakov too admitted his deed.
“Three days in solitary confinement!”, barked
the furious guard. “Wonderful!” shouted
Reb Yaakov excitedly. Now, this was quite a
surprising response given the conditions he
was to be subjected to. Even being the small
size which he was, there was not enough
room in the solitary cell for him to lay flat. He
would barely be able to sit with bent knees.
The slimy floor was teeming with insects and
the like; it would be an altogether unbearable
experience. Knowing this, the guard’s eyes
narrowed, “You want to go there?!” he
questioned. “Well,” said R’ Yaakov, “you didn’t
ask why I extinguished the lamp.” “Why did
you?”, asked the guard. “Because I wanted to

practice my religion” “Your religion tells you
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Thought

Rabbi Yoel Steinmetz

to turn off the lamp!?” “No, my religion calls
for me to sit in solitude and meditate for three
days during this time of year”

Now the guard was enraged. “YOU THINK
THAT COMMUNIST RUSSIA IS GOING
TO HELP YOU PRACTICE YOUR
RELIGION!?” he screamed. “YOU ARE
STAYING RIGHT HERE IN THIS CELL!”
With that, he slammed the door shut, leaving
R’ Yankel in the regular cell, sparing him the
misery of solitary confinement.

A fascinating story, but what’s truly amazing
is how R’ Yaakov thought of his response on
the spot. How did this happen? Sometimes
it is obvious that the ideas in our minds are
planted there directly from Hashem. Our job
is to beautify the mind in which the intellect
dwells with as many holy thoughts as possible
and refrain from tainting it with the opposite.
In this way, our intellect will remain Divine.
The more we live according to this intellect, the
stronger it will become and the better servants
of Hashem we will be. Just as Hashem put that
idea into Rav Yankel’s head, He will constantly
put into our heads what we need to know - if
we do our part.




