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OVERSTOCKED WAREHOUSES

SHABBOS HAGADOL DERASHA The Mitzriyim inflicted pain on Klal Yisroel and in turn, they were punished with the Makkos.
With Klal Yisroel it was the opposite. They acted with chesed towards one another and in turn, they
received the chesed of Hashem with their redemption (see Chafetz Chaim al Hatorah [original],
Parshas Beshalach). The lesson: The way we act with others is how we will be treated from Shomayim.
The Dubno Maggid brings out this point with a mashal.

It was common practice (in those days) for people to own warehouses and allow merchants
to store their wares in them. As payment, the merchant would leave a portion of his merchandise
for the owner of the warehouse. Fur merchants would leave fur, oil merchants would leave oil,
and so on. Hashem has “merchandise” that he wants distributed in this world. Some people need
His mercy, some need His kindness, some need His benevolence, and some need His wrath R"L.
Those who choose to be the ones to bring His mercy, kindness, and benevolence to the deserving
recipients store warehouses of such merchandise in their own homes. Those who choose to be the
ones to divvy out His wrath store a different kind of merchandise in their homes. Each person will
receive payment with the wares he chose to bring into his heart and his life.

Let us fill our warehouses with chesed for others. In this way we can bring Hashem'’s chesed to

the places He wants it to reach, and one of those addresses can be our own.

(continued on page 8)
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WORK ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON

STEPS TO REDEMPTION
STRENGTHENING EMUNAH FOR GEULAH

(continued from page 1)

THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR

On the night of the Seder there is exceptional Siyata Dishmaya to imbue the foundations
of Emunah into the fibers of our children. By reliving the happenings of Mitzrayim, we can
internalize more and more that Hashem, and only Hashem, is Who we need to fear and Who we
can rely on. On that night so many years ago, Hashem said, “and in all the idols of Mitzrayim |
will make judgement, | am Hashem.”

Perhaps we can explain that the Egyptian idols were the seeming natural source of all the
bounty Mitzrayim enjoyed. When they rotted and melted, the despair of Egypt was inconceivable.
In truth, they never had any power. It was all a fagade, but those people truly believed in it.
Perhaps we can present a parable to help us internalize this message.

Imagine if one day, all the dollar bills in America would lose their ink. It would simply melt
away, leaving a worthless stack of dirty green paper. Imagine if all of the numbers of the bank’s
software would turn to zero. What would happen? Despair and panic would overtake every
heart and soul in the country. The almighty dollar! How will we have food to eat? How will we get
clothes, doctors, cars, and planes?! Ammunition for the army, homes, jobs, schools. Everything!

Everything needs money. There would be complete chaos and pandemonium. And what’s
the truth? About this Hashem says, “Dwin "IX D'DAW NWUN DNIXN 7K 7211”7 It's all worthless.

Yes, even without a single dollar there would still be food. There would be clothing and
doctors. We would still be protected by the One Who always has and always will take care of
us. We have a long journey up the eternal levels of steadfast Emunah on which we can continue
to climb higher during the night of the Seder and throughout the Yom Tov of Pesach. As we
climb ourselves, we lift our children with us. Maybe one day, we or our children, will truly feel
and know that we don’t need the dollar for anything. We don’t need anything or anyone. Just

Hashem, and we have Him.

TO BELIEVE AND TO KNOW

On the night of the seder there is a mitzvah to tell the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim. A story,
when told properly, has the power to bore into the depths of the heart. Rav Chaim Friedlander
zt”| writes that as the Geulah unfolded in Mitzrayim, each step in the process was preceded by an
added stride in Emunah on the part of Klal Yisroel. He quotes a Sforno which says that Klal Yisroel
was informed of the imminent Geulah in order to give them an opportunity to internalize the
message. By doing so, they grew in Emunah which provided the merit needed to actualize the
redemption. As a prelude to the final level of Geulah, “imxani— I will bring you into Eretz Yisroel,”
there was a very strong level of Emunah which was necessary. “DnuT — and you will know.”
Knowing connotes a complete and ingrained manifestation of Emunah. The Sforno explains
that due to the slavery they were enduring, the Yidden at that time did not reach this level.
Therefore, only their children entered Eretz Yisroel, but not the generation that left Mitzrayim.

During the month of Nissan, which is an auspicious time for us to be redeemed from our
galus, we are granted a mitzvah of oixn nx'x' 119'0. This Mitzvah contains the power to elevate
us to that very level of Emunah demanded of our forefathers. The pasuk (Shemos 10:2) says,
“OYN 1IN 12 DNYTI .22 1ITN] 190N [VnY1 — In order that you tell in the ears of your children...
and you will know that | am Hashem.” By properly fulfilling this Mitzvah, it is possible for us to
attain the levels that our ancestors couldn’t reach! We can be the ones to merit the strength of
Emunah which brings to 'mxani, the ultimate and complete Geulah.



THE LESSONS OF PESACH

Klal Yisrael this year
will be experiencing the
3,337 Seder night since
we left Mitzrayim. If

3,3371™
GESHMAK

we would just stop and
think about that for a moment, that means
that our Seder this year will be the next
link in the chain of Sedorim connecting us
all the way back to Yetzias Mitzrayim itself!
This thought is exhilarating but also should
give us a sense of responsibility. How the
Sedorim of Klal Yisrael will look in the coming
generations is dependent on our enthusiasm
and preparation we put into our sedorim this
year.

The Medrash asks, why were the Yidden
carrying the matzah on their backs, didn’t
they have many animals that they could’ve
just put the matzah on them? The Medrash
answers that the Yidden cherished the
mitzvah of eating matzah so much that
they didn’t want to put them down on the
animals; rather, they wanted to carry them
themselves. In fact, there are those who have
the minhag to kiss the matzah before doing
the Mitzvah to similarly show how much we
cherish the mitzvah. It is through showing our
children the chavivus hamitzvos — our love
for the Mitzvos and our enthusiasm towards
them that will imbue upon them the drive to
want to do the same when time comes for
them to lead their own Sedarim.

Rabbi Avraham Krohn told an incredible
story he heard from a mechanech in Eretz
Yisrael that happened not that long ago.
He said there was a school that had two
boys from the same family, a 10-year-old
and an 11-year-old; each one was the best,
the metzuyan, in his respective class. They
were the best not only in learning, but in
their davening, their middos tovos and in
their passion for Yiddishkeit. What made it
even more impressive is that not only were
two boys from the same family head and
shoulders above the rest of the class, but they
came from a family where both of the parents
were geirim, while some of the other boys
in the school came from families where the

Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Weg

parents and grandparents were well-known,
respected Talmidei Chachomim.

One time, when the mother came to visit
the school, the Menahel said to her, “I hope
you don’t mind me asking you, but what is the
secret of your chinuch? How is it that you have
two children who are the metzuyanim in their
class in learning, davening and Yiddishkeit?”
The mother said to him in all innocence, “I
really don’t know the secret, but one thing
| will tell you, that when my husband and |
became geirim, these children were already
born. They were not born as Yidden and,
therefore, the halacha is that when a child
becomes a ger together with his parents,
they are given a choice when they
become Bar Mitzvah if they
want to remain a Yid, or to
give it up and live a life of a
goy.” The mother continued,
“I am terrified of that day.
Every night when | go to sleep,
I'm worried about what my
children are going to decide
on that big day of decision
when it comes to their Bar
Mitzvah. Are they going to
follow in our footsteps? Or
are they going to give it all
up? Therefore, we try to
give them the most geshmak
Yiddishe experience. Every
day, in their learning, their
davening, in their Shabbos
and Yom Tov and every mitzvah
that they do, we want it to be so
geshmak so that when that day
comes, we will be guaranteed
as much as possible that the
children will say of course I'm
not going to give up a Yiddeshe
lifestyle to live the unfulfilling
life of a goy. That’s why we
give them such a geshmak in
their Yiddishkeit, and maybe
that’s why they’re doing so well.”

Maybe we should ask ourselves,
what about our children? They

N

might also be asked one day if they want to
continue this lifestyle, a Torahdike lifestyle, or
if they want to give it up Chas V’shalom to live
the life of a goy. They’re not going to be asked
it by Beis Din, but they may be asked it by a
friend who is struggling with his Yiddishkeit.
We want to do our best to guarantee as well
that on that big day of decision, our children
will make the right decision and they’ll want
to continue a life of davening to Hashem, a
life of learning the Chochmas Hashem, a life
of Yom Tov and all the beautiful mitzvos that
we are zoche to do. What'’s the trick? How
do we ensure that our children will make the
right decision? By making sure that every

Yiddishe experience comes with such

g .ﬁgx_happiness and geshmak.
—
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Elimelech  Biderman
\! shlit”a said that just like we know
that it is illegal to drive a car while
the lights are on inside because it
impairs the vision of the driver
to see what’s outside, so too, if
there is “light” of Yiddishkeit in
the home, then our families
will not be able to see
what the outside world
has to offer. However,
if it is “dark” inside, then
Chas V’shalom that
will allow for our
families to explore
elsewhere...
Hopefully, if
we develop an
appreciation for the
mitzvos by learning
about them and their
halachos, if we feel
a connection to the
Yiddishkeit we have, to
the Torah lifestyle that
we lead, that will have
a beautiful hashpa’ah
on our children.

—(continued on page 10)
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THE LESSONS OF PESACH

(continued from page 9)

The Bnei Yissoschar
writes that the baking
process of the matzah ’
represents the "
hashgochah between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
us: We're the matzah and Hashem is kaviyachol the
Baker. The Rosh writes that when baking matzah, the
baker may not leave the dough idle even for a second, there
can’t be any shehiyos (idling). The baker must bang and turn the dough, because he
can’t take his eyes and hands off the matzah for even a second. So too, Hashem is
constantly watching and is meticulously involved in every little detail of our lives.

The Ramban famously writes that the reminiscing of the miracles that our
forefathers experienced in Mitzrayim is the foundation of Emunah in Hashem’s
constant hashgochah pratis, and without this, we are missing the basics of being a true
Yid. It is at the night of the seder that we must replenish our Emunah and Bitachon in
Hashem, recognizing His involvement in every aspect of our lives.

The Kloizenberger Rebbe zt”/ unfortunately lost his wife and 11 children during
the Holocaust R”L, but after the war he rebuilt his life and made tremendous
accomplishments. He reestablished the Kloizenberger Chassidus, with communities
both in the U.S. and in Eretz Yisrael, he built the Laniado Hospital in Netanya and
developed the renowned Torah program, Mif’al Hashas. People asked him, “How
did you do it? After you lost so much in the war, weren’t you a broken person?” He
answered them with very cryptic words. He said the words we say the night of the
Seder: “B’damayich chayi, b’damayich chayi,” which is referring to the two mitzvos the
Bnei Yisrael were commanded in Mitzrayim: Bris milah and the blood of the Korban
Pesach. Everyone wondered, what does that have to do with the question? Finally,
the Rebbe explained that b’damayich doesn’t only mean blood; the root of the word
is similar to what the pasuk says by Aharon, “Vayidom Aharon,” that when Aharon’s
children Nadav and Avihu were killed, it says that Aharon was quiet. That’s what the
Rebbe meant, “B’damayich — with my quietness, Chayi — | was able to live,” meaning
to say that he didn’t focus on the negative — he was laser-focused on the positive, and
that’s how he was able to build Yiddishkeit. Emunah — focus on the positive.

As we go through the Haggadah, let’s not just read the words or be worried about
not spilling too much wine by the makkos; rather, we should internalize what we are
saying, and attain the highest possible levels of Emunah this Pesach (as heard from
Rabbi Peysach Krohn).

We say in the Haggadah, “Vanitz’ak el Hashem,” that
the Bnei Yisrael cried out to Hashem. As support for this
concept, the Ba’al Haggadah cites the pasuk that says,
“Vayehi bayamim horabim haheim, vayamas melech
mitzrayim vayei’unchu bnei Yisrael min ha’avodah vayizaku, vata’al shavasam el
HaElokim min ha’avodah.” These pesukim indicate that when Pharoah died, Klal Yisroel
cried out to Hashem from the pain of the work. Rashi on these pesukim quotes the
well-known Medrash that Pharoah didn’t actually die; rather, he had tzara’as — leprosy,
and in order to heal, the Egyptian Magicians told him to kill the babies of the Yidden
and bathe in their blood. This is what caused the Yidden to cry out to Hashem and
Hashem accepted their tefilos. The Re’eim and Maharal ask an obvious question on
this: If the Yidden cried out to Hashem because of the killing of the babies, why does
it say that they cried “Min ha’avodah — from the work”? It should have said that they
cried to Hashem from the murder of their babies!

Harav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”/ answered with the Targum Yonasan that says that
they were crying about the murder of the firstborn. R’ Yaakov explained that they
knew that the Avodah in the Mishkan, at least at that point, was supposed to be




done through the first born of every family,
but when they saw the Mitzriyim taking the
firstborns and killing them, they cried out to
Hashem that they no longer will be able to
serve in the Mishkan.

We can glean from here a tremendous
lesson. When we daven to Hashem, our
intentions should be focused on our own
personal needs, but we should daven for
our needs that will help us serve Hashem
better! Then our tefillos will be so much
more powerful, just like it was for Klal Yisrael
in Mitzrayim. That’s what the pasuk testifies
right after, “Vata’al shav’asam el HoElokim
min ha’avodah,” that the tefillah which came
“min ha’avodah” was answered!

Harav Dovid Goldwasser shlit”a told
a magnificent story about Harav Boruch
Mordechai Ezrachi zt”l. One day he met a
bochur in High School who didn’t come from
the most frum background, and it was clear
that he was a metzuyan, brilliant, and had
an unbelievable koach in learning. He said
to himself, “I want this bochur to join my
yeshiva,” but the boy was in the twelfth grade,
and there was not too big of a chance that he
would be continuing in learning the next year
in Beis Medrash. Harav Ezrachi approached
him and said, “I see your kishronos, and how
well you approach Gemara. Maybe you’ll
come to learn by me in yeshiva?” The bochur
smiled and said, “I appreciate the offer, but
that’s not the course that is chartered for
me.” The Rosh Yeshiva didn’t persist, and let
it go.

At the end of the summer, there was
a program to keep the boys involved both
in learning and some sports. There was
going to be a championship, and one of the
competitions was in swimming. As hashgocha
had it, the Rosh Yeshiva was passing by the
room where all the different talmidim were
and the bochur whom he asked to come to his
yeshiva was there having a conversation with
the other bochurim. He overheard that bochur
say how he’s going to be competing today
in the swimming competition, but he didn’t
think it was even fair because he already had
his eyes on the Olympics, and he continued
going on about all the other competitions
that he won in swimming. Apparently, besides
for the kochos he had in learning, he also was
a very talented swimmer. The Rosh Yeshiva
was listening, and said to himself, “I've got
to step in at this point!” He goes over to the
bochur and says, “l want to make you an offer,
| would like to compete against you in the

swimming competition.” The bochur thought
this to be quite amusing, but he agreed. The
Rosh Yeshiva then said, “However, there’s
one condition: If | win, you’re coming to my
yeshiva!” The bochur thought to himself, “I'm
safel There’s absolutely nothing to worry
about,” and accepted the “challenge.” They
scheduled a time for the competition, the
Rosh Yeshiva vs. the pre-Olympic swimmer.
They scheduled the competition for 3 o’clock
that afternoon. By 3 o’clock, word got out and
had already made waves in the community;
everyone came to see this! However, 3 o’clock
came and the Rosh Yeshiva wasn’t there.
3:15, 3:30, and there was no sign of the Rosh
Yeshiva. The bochur thought the Rosh Yeshiva
had regret for agreeing to the competition;
he probably had cold feet and would be a no
show. But, lo and behold, the Rosh Yeshiva
showed up at 3:45 in his swimming gear ready
to go! They both stood by one end of the
pool, the whistle blew, and the Rosh Yeshiva
dived in, swam, and unbelievable! Wonder
of wonders! The Rosh Yeshiva won! No one
knew the Rosh Yeshiva had this in him, but he
beat the Olympic swimmer! The Rosh Yeshiva
came out, and dried himself off, then he went
to the bochur and said, “Now, it’s time for you
to keep your end of the deal.” The bochur
said, “I will”

It was then Elul zman, and the bochur
came and learned b’hasmodah, and was
tremendously matzliach. The Rosh Yeshiva
kept a special eye on him to ensure he had
everything he needed. At the end of the
zman, the bochurim came to get a brachah
from the Rosh Yeshiva before going home
for bein hazmanim. The Olympic swimmer
came into the Rosh Yeshiva and said, “Can
| ask the Rosh Yeshiva two questions? First
of all, how did the Rosh Yeshiva beat me?
Secondly, why did the Rosh Yeshiva show up
45 minutes late?” The Rosh Yeshiva took his
hand and said, “I have to tell you the truth,
| did not have any hope of beating you, but
for 45 minutes | cried to the Hashem, and |
said ‘Hashem, | have one chance to get You
a soldier in Torah; Hashem help me!’ For 45
minutes | cried and davened, and that’s the
only way that | could have ever beat you.”

That’s the power of heartfelt Tefillah
which is focused on Avodas Hashem! We
can accomplish anything when we daven
sincerely, from the depths of our heart, if
we only ensure that we are requesting our
needs for the sake of being a better servant
of Hashem!

The Tur (417) writes in
the name of his brother,
Harav Yehuda, that the
Yom Tov of Pesach was
established in the zchus of Avraham Avinu, in the
merit of his middah of chesed that we inherited from
him. It is in the zchus of chesed that we were saved
from Mitzrayim. The Chofetz Chaim elaborates on this
in his sefer Ahavas Chesed (perek 5 in the haga’ah)
from the Tana D’vei Eliyahu, that when Klal Yisrael
were in Mitzrayim they gathered together and made a
pact to do chesed with each other. The Chofetz Chaim
explains that the Yidden realized that the more chesed
they do with each other, the more it will arouse the
middas ha’chesed of Hashem upon us. In truth, that
is exactly how they were saved, like Chazal tell us
(Psiktah) on the pasuk of “nachisah b’chasdechah am
zu ga’altah,” that it was in the zchus of chesed, middah
k’neged middah, that they were redeemed.

Rabbi Peysach Krohn told a beautiful heartwarming
story he heard firsthand. There was a 28-year-old
bochur learning part time in Beis Medrash Gavoah
who had a job in the afternoon. He was going out
in Shidduchim and finally got engaged! However,
the Monday before the Aufruf, the Kallah asked if
they could meet, and at that meeting she broke the
engagement. The Choson was stunned and so hurt
that he couldn’t go back to Yeshiva out of sheer
embarrassment. Instead, he went home to his family
in the Midwest and told his parents that he would be
too embarrassed to go to the shul they usually attend
on Shabbos the week he was supposed to have his
Aufruf. He told his parents that he felt it would be best
for him to go away for Shabbos to a small Kosher hotel
somewhere in the Midwest with his younger brother
and suffer in silence.

He got there Friday afternoon and to his surprise
there were 60 Satmar Chassidim there! He wondered
to himself what these people were doing in a small
hotel in the Midwest? So, he went over to some of
them and asked what’s going on. They told him
that the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Aharon Teitelbaum from
Monroe, has a “Shabbos Hisva’adus” every once in a
while, a Shabbos get-together where he goes along
with some wealthy Chassidim to a hotel where they
spend the whole Shabbos together, and it functions as
a nice fundraiser for the various Satmar institutions.
They sing, share Divrei Torah, and enjoy a tisch with
the Rebbe; in short, a beautiful experience.

Friday night came, and the bochur, who together
with his brother were the only two people there

(continued on page 12)
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Rabbi Akiva Niehaus

As the Egyptians chased Klal Yisroel into the Yam Suf, Hashem “removed the wheels of
their chariots and caused them to drive with difficulty” (Shemos 14:25). As explained by the
Mechilta (cited in Rashi ad loc.), a pillar of fire made the seabed boil, and the heat of the
fire burnt the wheels. This caused the chariots to be dragged along, thereby subjecting the
riders to jolting movements and causing their limbs to become dislocated. There
were numerous miracles by the Yam Suf and each one was specially chosen
with a unique purpose. What was the significance of this punishment?

Some explain as follows: According to Tosfos (Erchin 15a), when Klal

Yisroel entered the Yam Suf, they did not exit on the opposite side.
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Contrary to common belief, they entered the Yam Suf and exited on

the same side of the river, further down the coast. Why, then, did

they enter the sea? Simply to lure the Egyptians into the sea to be

punished as they justly deserved. The path they took was a semicircle —

composed of twelve paths, one for each Shevet — not a straight line across

the Yam Suf. This, however, raises a serious technical problem. Paths closer to

the center of a semicircle are, by definition, shorter than those closer to the outside
perimeter. If so, the Jews traveling in the innermost paths exited the sea sooner than those
in the outermost paths, presumably followed in hot pursuit by the Egyptians. This means
that the Egyptians on the interior route would be expected to exit the sea while the outer
path was still full of Jews. If so, how could the sea close on those on the interior without
affecting the Jews on the exterior? The answer lies with the wheels. Hashem caused the
wheels of the chariots to fall off — but not all the chariots, only the chariots in the inner
paths. This caused those chariots to travel slower, thereby matching their progress through
the sea with those in the outer paths so that they could all be punished at the same time.

Hashem’s ways are just, timed to the minute, with precision exactness.

*
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(continued from page 11)

not from Satmar, sat in the minyan together with the
Chassidim. Some of the Chassidim came over to say
Shalom Aleichem and ask what had brought them there.
He told them how it was a very difficult Shabbos for him,
it was supposed to be his Shabbos Aufruf and the Kallah
broke it off etc. so he just wanted a quiet Shabbos with
his brother. The two brothers had their seudah together
and went to sleep. By the Shabbos morning davening, the
Chassidim began selling the Aliyos in order to raise money.
Baruch Hashem these Chassidim were very wealthy, so
the Aliyos were going for a fortune. The bochur asked
one of the Chassidim if the Aliyos usually sell so high. The
Chassid explained that the Rebbe has a minhag that he
stands right by the Torah during Krias HaTorah, so if one
buys an Aliyah, he’d be standing right by the Rebbe while
saying the brachos and that’s why everybody is bidding
so high. However, when they came to bid for Maftir, the
final Aliyah, the prices skyrocketed! He never saw anyone
buy an Aliyah for such an exorbitant amount! After they
sold the Aliyos, they began the leining. When they got
to Maftir, the Gabbai came over to the bochur and said,
“How do we call you up for an Aliyah?” The bochur was
both shocked and confused; he didn’t buy the Aliyah!
The Gabbai explained, “That’s why everyone was bidding
so high, because they wanted you to get Maftir” “Me?”
asked the bochur. “Why are they buying me Maftir?”
The Gabbai replied, “We know this was supposed to be
a special Shabbos for you...” The bochur started crying,
he couldn’t believe it! All of a sudden, all 60 Chassidim
came to where he was sitting, and they began singing
and dancing! They danced him straight up to the bimah.
Then the Rebbe came over to him and said, “Thank you
for joining us this Shabbos.” The bochur started crying
and couldn’t get the words out of his mouth to say the
brachah. He was so overwhelmed by the Ahavas Yisrael
he was experiencing. These people never saw him before,
they would probably never see him again, and nonetheless
they spent an absolute fortune because they knew that
he was down, and they just wanted to make another Yid
feel special. After he finally got the words out, he had his
Aliyah, and when he finished, they all came back to the
bimah and sang him back to his seat.

It is through stories like these that we were zoche to
be redeemed from Mitzrayim, and B’ezras Hashem, the
more we are able to instill Ahavas Yisrael in our hearts
and truly look out for our fellow Yidden and help them in
any way we could, then middah k'neged middah we will
be zoche to the true chesed of Hashem, I'shana habaah

b’Yerushalayim!




