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DID YOU
KNOW?

Rabbi Akiva Niehaus

Piskei Halacha from
Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”/
Based on Divrei Siach (Pesach 5784)

Q: Do the lights in the house need to be turned off
during bedikas chametz?

A: The minhag in Rav Chaim Kanievsky’s house was
to leave the lights on during bedikas chametz, and
he said that this was the minhag by the Chazon Ish
and his father, the Steipler Gaon. He explained that
the house lights allow one to check better than
using a candle alone.

Q: Is one allowed to use a flashlight for bedikas
chametz instead of a candle?

A: Rav Chaim said that in extenuating circumstances,
one may use a flashlight. In fact, the seforim which
were checked specifically for Pesach use were not
checked with a candle, but with the electric lights
or sunlight. Further, one may be lenient to use a
flashlight when checking corners and tight spots
where it’s difficult to use a candle.

Q: Is there an obligation to check seforim which
one plans to use on Pesach to ensure they are free
of chametz?

A: One who is careful the entire year — from the
day the seforim were purchased — to ensure that
the seforim remained chametz-free, need not
check them before Pesach. However, Rav Chaim
personally was extra stringent that even though he
was super careful with the above the entire year, he
still made sure to only use seforim on Pesach which
were specially checked or dedicated for Pesach use.

(continued on page 5)

Guided Growth:
Yetzias Mitzrayim Until Today

Rabbi Daniel Yarmush

Too Dangerous for a Malach

We say in the Haggadah that Hashem Himself carried out makkas bechoros. “I Myself — not a
malach, | Myself — not a saraph, | Myself — not a messenger.” The Arizal explains that the tumah
of Mitzrayim was so powerful that even an angel who would enter the land would be vulnerable
to its influence. Therefore, Hashem “Himself” came to smite this awesome evil while protecting
His children from harm.

Rav Yankel Galinsky zt”/ gleans a profound lesson from this. Even when the decadence of the
street is at its ultimate unimaginable low, when a Yid can feel engulfed r”/ in its flames, we must
never lose hope. Hashem himself will enter the oceans of impurity and extract His child from the
waves.

But there is one caveat: “1p2 TV IN'2 NNAanN W'N INXN X7 DNNI - You, Klal Yisroel, may not leave
the doors of your homes until morning.” Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim transformed their homes into
somewhat of a Bais Hamikdash. The blood of the korban went on their doorpost and lintels,
sanctifying the home. Today, too, when we are assaulted by the barrage of impurity in the street,
let us fortify our homes. When we fulfill our duty of sanctifying our domain, we can be rest assured
that Hashem will fulfill the rest of the promise: “q1217 D2M2 Y& 827 n'nwnin [N 871 — and He will
not allow the destruction to come into your homes to do damage.” By protecting and insulating
our homes, we can keep the harm outside, in the streets.

Hashem in the Land of Mitzrayim

Many meforshim explain the reason for the extreme haste in leaving Mitzrayim by pointing to
the spiritual danger of staying there. There was a risk that Klal Yisroel would fall into a level of
tumah from which it would be impossible to escape. The Leshem (Niglas, Bo) finds this approach
unfathomable. Now?! When there was such n11aw 173, open revelation of Hashem’s Presence?!
When the idols of Egypt were rotting, melting and crumbling!? When even the dogs wouldn’t
dare bark at a Yid because of the astounding destruction of all that was evil?! How could we say
that Klal Yisroel would fall so low at such a lofty time?

Therefore, the Leshem writes the exact opposite. The extent to which Hashem’s Presence was
revealed right there in the land of Mitzrayim, the epitome of evil, threatened to eradicate all
evil in its entirety. Had Klal Yisroel remained another moment, the concept of “free will” would
no longer exist. It would simply vanish along with all the powers of bad that reigned with such
awesome force until the moment before chatzos. This is the deeper meaning of the pasuk: “ptnni

(continued on page 11)
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Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Weg

Harav Shalom Feivish of Birzan shares a
powerful reflection from a Shabbos seudah with
the Sar Shalom of Belz on Shabbos Shira. In the
middle of the zemiros, the Sar Shalom suddenly
stopped and declared: “Every Jew must ensure
that their children can say ‘Elokei Avi, that they
can refer to Hashem as the G-d of their father”
This profound statement teaches us that every
Jew should strive to cultivate such a personal
and intimate relationship with Hashem that
when their children think of Hashem, they
think of Him not merely as the G-d of the
Jewish people, but as the G-d of their father —
someone they’ve seen their father connect to
and rely on in their own life.

Rabbi Yaakov Nissin elaborates on this
concept, emphasizing that this is not just a
theoretical or theological idea, but a practical
and personal obligation. Every Jew must ensure
that he has a tangible relationship with Hashem,
one that is so real and evident that their children
can say, “Elokei Avi — He is the God of my
father” The night of the seder, the pinnacle of
Pesach, is the ideal time to impart this message,
as we recount the miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim
and demonstrate to our families that Hashem is
“Elokei Avi”

Additionally, Harav Matisyahu Salomon
zt”l (in Haggadah Shel Pesach Matnas Chaim,
Maamar 1) expounds on the theme of
hashgacha pratis as it manifests through the
miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim. Drawing from
the Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo, Harav
Matisyahu explains that the central purpose
of creation is for humanity to express thanks
to Hashem. The miracles in Mitzrayim, the ten
makkos, and the splitting of the Yam Suf were
not only for the benefit of that generation, but
for all generations to come, in order to teach
us that there is nothing in the world that exists
without Hashem, and that He is continually
recreating the world at every moment. Through
this understanding, we can come to thank Him
for everything He has done for us, fulfilling the
true purpose of creation: to recognize Him,
acknowledge His presence, and say, “We are
Your creations.”

This is why so many mitzvos are zecher
I'vetzias mitzrayim, as it is the foundation of
our emunah and serves as the cornerstone of
Yiddishkeit for generations. The miracles of
yetzias Mitzrayim are not isolated events but the
bedrock of our emunah and our connection to
Hashem. The night of the seder and the days of

LESSONS or PESACH
lashgacha Pratis,

Pesach offer a unique opportunity to strengthen
our emunah and deepen our understanding of
hashgacha pratis. Let’s not miss this precious
moment — not just for ourselves but for our
families and children, so that they too can
experience and internalize this deep connection.

Rabbi Yehuda Zev Klein shares a remarkable
story that exemplifies the power of hashgacha
pratis: Jonathan, a young boy in England, grew
up in a home that was Jewish but not very
religiously observant. As he approached his 13th
birthday, he came to his father and asked, “Dad,
can | have a Bar Mitzvah?” His father, not fully
understanding what this entailed, assumed that
Jonathan just wanted a big party with his friends.
But Jonathan had something more profound in
mind — he wanted to put on tefillin, lein from
the Torah, and become a fully engaged religious
Jew. They contacted the local Rav, and Jonathan
began to study for his Bar Mitzvah.

One day, after their lesson, the Rav asked
Jonathan, “Why do you really want to have a
Bar Mitzvah?” Jonathan, who was wise beyond
his years, responded, “Rabbi, | have a sister, and
like all good siblings, | love her very much. But
my lifelong dream has always been to have a
brother. A few years ago, | made a deal with G-d.
| said, ‘G-d, if You give me a little brother, I'll be
Yours for life. I'll go to synagogue, I'll follow all
the commandments, | promise, just please give
me a brother.””

Jonathan continued, “But then | started to
wonder, how will | know that my brother is from
G-d? So, | added a condition — my baby brother
has to be born on my birthday. Then | will commit
to a religious life.” The Rav, astonished, asked,
“So what happened?” Jonathan smiled, “Well, a
year later, my mother gave birth to a baby boy,
just five days before my birthday. | thought to
myself, ‘That’s close enough, G-d. I'm in.”

The Rav was astounded! Here was an
11-year-old making deals with Hashem, and it
didn’t even come true, and he was still with the
program! The next time they learned together,
the Ray, still amazed, told the bar mitzvah boy,
“Jonathan, you won'’t believe this, but | checked
the calendar, and your baby brother was actually
born on your Hebrew birthday!”

This story of hashgacha pratis illustrates
how deeply Jonathan believed that Hashem
was involved in his life, guiding him and making
things happen in such a personal way. Jonathan
went on to become Rabbi Jonathan Rietti, a
renowned speaker and teacher, and his life
serves as a powerful testament to the idea that

unah & Geulah

our relationship with Hashem is deeply personal
and guided by hashgacha pratis.

A profound lesson can be extracted
from the discrepancy between the pesukim
concerning the four sons. The Torah’s portrayal
of the Chacham, the Tam, and the Rasha offers
significant lessons concerning the necessity of
patience, and the ultimate reward that stem our
dedicated efforts.

The pasuk for the Chacham’s question in
Devarim (6:20) says as follows: “Ki yish’alcha
bincha machar leimor — When your son asks you
tomorrow, saying...” At first glance, the word
machar, meaning “tomorrow,” seems puzzling.
The Yidden had just witnessed the miracles of
yetzias Mitzrayim, so why would a son ask about
an event that occurred the day before? Rashi
explains that machar doesn’t necessarily mean
the literal next day, but can refer to a time after
some period of waiting.

However, in the pasuk regarding the Tam in
Shemos (13:14), Rashi adds more explanation:
“Yeish machar shehu achshav, v’yeish machar
shehu l'achar zman — There is a ‘machar’ that is
now, and there is a ‘machar’ that is after time.”
Why this extra elaboration? Rashi’s insight
shows that the Tam understands time in a more
limited way. There’s a “tomorrow” that could be
immediate, and a “tomorrow” that could stretch
beyond the present, over a longer period.

Now, in the case of the Rasha in Shemos
(12:26), the term machar is notably absent. This
lack of the word suggests a critical character trait
of the Rasha: he lives in the present, demanding
immediate gratification. If it's not happening
now, he’s not interested.

Rabbi Berel Wein zt”/ explains this
discrepancy as follows: The Chacham
understands that achieving meaningful results
takes time. He’s willing to forgo immediate
pleasures because he recognizes that true
success requires patience and long-term effort.
This idea is captured by Rashi’s words, “Yeish
machar shehu I'achar zman” — the Chacham’s
“tomorrow” is a distant one. He’s aware that the
results of his dedication may not come quickly,
and sometimes, they may even take place after
his own lifetime.

The Tam, on the other hand, grasps the
concept of time but has a more balanced
approach. He recognizes that there is both an
immediate and a long-term reward. Still, there
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The Chacham understands that achieving meaningful results takes time. He's
willing to forgo immediate pleasures because he recognizes that true success
requires patience and long-term effort

are things he is not willing to wait for, reflecting a desire for fulfillment in the near
future as well as an understanding that some things take longer.

The Rasha, however, dismisses the future altogether. If the reward isn’t immediate,
he loses interest. This attitude resonates deeply in our modern, fast-paced world
where instant gratification has become the norm. The microwave dinner culture
prevails, where people expect everything to happen now.

Yet, the true Chacham understands that life’s most significant rewards often
take time, requiring emunah and bitachon in Hashem. We must make the effort
(hishtadlus) and then trust that Hashem will bring about the results, even if they aren’t
immediately visible.

R’ Daniel Agalar shared a poignant story that embodies this lesson perfectly. It
is the story of Rabbi Avrohom Abba Freedman, one of the great mechanchim of his
generation. When he arrived in Detroit in 1944, the Jewish community there was
small, with fewer than one hundred shomer Shabbos families. Through decades of
mesirus nefesh, Rabbi Freedman transformed a spiritual desert into a flourishing Torah
community.

One day, Rabbi Freedman received a call from a mother in Ohio, whose son was
a troubled juvenile delinquent — expelled from school, in trouble with the law, and
practically unmanageable. She was secular, and in desperation, she asked Rabbi
Freedman to take her son in. Rabbi Freedman did not hesitate. He brought the boy to
Detroit, where he boarded in the yeshiva. The boy didn’t fit in easily, and there were
struggles, but slowly, there were signs of progress.

Eventually, the boy went home to visit his parents — and simply never returned.
There was no confrontation, no dramatic parting — he was just gone. Rabbi Freedman
tried calling, trying to reach out, but received no clarity. On the surface, it seemed like
the effort had failed.

Then, as Rabbi Freedman reflected, he realized that the boy’s birthday was
approaching. Most people would have given up and said, “We tried.” But Rabbi
Freedman was not like most people. He rented a bus, filled it with talmidim from
the yeshiva, and arranged for balloons, cake, and a singing party. They drove over an
hour to Toledo, Ohio, and knocked on the door of a completely secular home. For this
boy, who had already walked away, Rabbi Freedman brought a group of bnei Torah —
singing, dancing, and celebrating his birthday with him.

At the end of the night, Rabbi Freedman asked, “So, will we see you back in yeshiva
tomorrow?” The boy said yes — but he never returned. On the surface, it seemed like
a failure. A bus ride, cake, and a few hours spent for nothing.

However, fifteen years later, Rabbi Freedman was in Lakewood, in Bais Medrash
Govoha. A man approached him, and with a smile, said, “Rabbi Freedman... do
you remember Toledo?” Rabbi Freedman, puzzled, searched his memory. The man
continued: “I lived next door to that boy. My family was completely secular. But |
went to that birthday party. It was the first time | saw bnej Torah up close — their joy,
warmth, and sincerity. That night changed something in me. | told my parents | wanted
to go to yeshiva. One thing led to another. And today, | live here in Lakewood.”

That man was R’ Yankel Mueller. Today, the Mueller family is known for being a
family of bnei Torah, with generations of children, grandchildren, and even great-
grandchildren who are talmidei chachamim and builders of Klal Yisroel.

That “failed” birthday party did not fail at all. It was not for the boy who walked
away; it was for Yankel Mueller, who witnessed the warmth of Torah Jews and was
inspired to change his life. One bus ride, one cake, and one act of stubborn mesirus
nefesh turned into something far greater than Rabbi Freedman could have ever
imagined. The fruit of his efforts bloomed many years later, and sometimes, we are
fortunate enough to see the results. But often, we may not.

Our job is not to control the outcome. Our job is to show up, do the work, and
leave the rest to Hashem. Like Rabbi Freedman, we must trust in “Yeish machar shehu
I'achar zman” — sometimes the reward will come, not today, not tomorrow, but after
time. And when it does, the impact can be immeasurable.

(continued on page 10)

DID YOU KNOW?

(continued from cover)

If there are children around, one must assume that no area
is truly chametz-free because they may hide chametzin the
seforim during the year. (Rav Chaim relayed that one of his
children heard in playgroup that we don’t eat bread during
the Pesach season and they were afraid that they would
go hungry, so they hid a full sandwich in preparation for
Pesach!) Further, even in shul he used specially prepared
seforim out of concern that people may have used seforim
while eating chametz, such as during a bris or another
seudas mitzvah.

Q: Many people have a custom that someone hides ten
pieces of chametz before bedikas chametz to ensure that
some chametz will be found during the search. What
should one do if he lives alone and there’s no one to hide
the chametz?

A: Rav Chaim said that he should hide the pieces himself.
Rav Elyashiv zt”l brought a proof for this from the Gemara
(Pesachim 7b) which derives a halacha in bedikas chametz
from the word “wan! — searching” which is used in
reference to Yosef’s goblet which was hidden in Binyomin’s
pack, even though the “searchers” knew exactly where it
had been hidden! This indicates that “searching” applies
even when one knows where the item is located. The
idea is that when one is involved in checking and finding
chametz, he will be reminded to search well in the entire
house and find unknown chametz.

Q: | won’t be home during the night of 14 Nissan to do
bedikas chametz. Should | do it myself on an earlier night,
or should | appoint a messenger to check on my behalf on
14 Nissan during the proper time?

A: It is better to check oneself rather than appoint a
messenger, even though he won’t be able to recite a
beracha on the earlier night (since a beracha is only recited
when checking on the night of 14 Nissan). Similarly, it is
reported from the Chazon Ish that if it will be difficult to
check one’s office on the night of 14 Nissan, he should
check on an earlier night without reciting a beracha.

Q: Is there an obligation to check clothing pockets?

A: Any place where it’s possible chametz was placed,
including pockets of both adults and children clothing,
must be checked during bedikas chametz. Even one who
is confident that he never put chametz there must still
check the pockets because it’s a matter that people don’t
specifically think about. Rav Chaim said that the common
custom is to shake out the pockets when burning the
chametz in the morning, but it’s still proper to check the
pockets the night before, during bedikas chametz. As a
matter of note, Rav Chaim said that this issue is not overly
relevant to him personally because he commonly sold
his weekday clothes to a non-Jew before Pesach, and he
was particular not to put things in his Shabbos clothing
pockets out of concern that he may carry them outdoors.
Nevertheless, his custom was to check the pockets every
Erev Shabbos because such was the ruling of Chazal that
one must check their pockets to ensure that they won’t
carry anything outside on Shabbos, and indeed, he once
found a wallet which was put there when he had gone to a
chasunah wearing his Shabbos clothes. Therefore, he was
indeed careful to check these clothes.
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LESSONS or PESACH:
Hashgacha Pratis, Emunah & Geulah

(continued from page 5)
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Rabbi Akiva Niehaus In the Haggadah, we recite: “Vayehi sham I'goy, melamed shehayu Yisrael

metzuyanim sham — And they were a nation there,” teaching us that the Bnei Yisrael
were distinctive in that place. This phrasing is not just an incidental detail; it carries
deep significance. The Ritva, quoting Rashi in his commentary on the Haggadah,
explains that the word mitzuyanim means to be gathered together in one place

CHAZAL INSTITUTED THAT WE MUST DRINK FOUR CUPS OF
WINE BY THE PESACH SEDER. HERE ARE FOUR REASONS BEHIND
THIS MITZVAH (OTZROS HATORAH):

The simple reason (Bereishis Rabbah 88:5) is that the four
cups correspond to the four expressions of redemption
mentioned in the Torah (Shemos 6:6-7): ;) M7XnI ' MNXINI
mNp71 ,M2NAl. Each of these express a new level of
freedom: 1) “0mxn Ni120 NNNN DINXR MRXINI = | will take
you out from under the affliction of Mitzrayim” — they
were still enslaved, but they were happy to have the
heavy load lightened. 2) “DnTiaun panx m7xnl — | will
rescue you from their enslavement” — the next level was
to take them out of slavery. 3) “ba T2 DINNR MINAI —
| will redeem you with an outstretched arm” — not only
were they redeemed, but they witnessed the Mitzriyim
being punished. 4) “nu% 2 DaNN 'MNP71 — And | will take
you to me for a nation” — not only were we taken out of
Mitzrayim, but we merited to receive the highest level of
redemption, to be taken as Hashem’s chosen nation. For
all these levels, each one higher than the one before, we
are eternally grateful and we commemorate this with four
cups of wine (Kol Bo).

The four cups represent the four cups of Pharoah
mentioned in the butlers dream when it was relayed
to Yosef for interpretation. Why is this relevant? The Kli
Yakar explains that drinking a cup of wine is a sign of
redemption from tragedy, as it says (Tehillim 116:13): “oi2
NWN NI — | will raise my cup (of wine) of salvation.”
A prisoner in jail is subject to four dangers: Affliction by
sword, death, starvation, and abuse. Therefore, one who
is released from jail must celebrate with four cups of wine,
to appreciate being saved from the four dangers. This was
the message of the four cups of wine in the dream, telling
Yosef prophetically that he would be released from jail
and be saved from the four dangers. Similarly, we drink
four cups of wine by the Seder to commemorate the four
salvations from the prison of Mitzrayim.

The four cups correspond to the four kingdoms who would
oppress Klal Yisroel: Kasdim, Madai, Yavan, and Edom. Why
do we mention this tonight? The sefer Yefei Mareh explains
that this is an encouragement for Klal Yisroel in our long
galus, that just as we were redeemed from Mitzrayim, we
too will be redeemed from all our afflictions.

The Mitzriyim afflicted us with four terrible decrees:
1) “Dnrn NN MmN - they made their lives bitter,” 2) “|2 o~
INIX NN RN =if it’s a boy, kill him,” 3) “Mix 117'0 (a0 22
INID"2wn — Every boy who is born shall be thrown in the
river,” and 4) “D23% |N2' X7 |ani — straw will not be given to
you.” As thanks for being saved from these four decrees,
we drink four cups of wine.

— not scattered or dispersed across many cities. The implication is that the Jewish
people’s unity in Egypt — their ability to remain together and support one another —
was not simply a detail — it’s what categorized them as a nation.

The Ritva adds that this unity was crucial, because division is the cause of exile.
As Chazal teach us, our current exile was brought about by the sinas chinam which
divides us. However, the path to redemption lies in achdus. As the Tana D’vei Eliyahu
(perek 23) teaches, in Mitzrayim, Klal Yisrael made a treaty amongst themselves to
perform acts of chesed — kindness and compassion — with one another. This mutual
commitment to kindness was the merit that ultimately led to their redemption.

Thus, the lesson is clear: when we act with kindness toward one another and
maintain unity, we not only fulfill a mitzvah but also pave the way for the ultimate
geulah. This theme is as true today as it was in Mitzrayim.

Rabbi Yehuda Zev Klein shared a remarkable story that beautifully illustrates
how acts of chesed can directly impact the lives of individuals, and how Hashgacha
Pratis plays a role in these acts.

The story centers around a young girl named Sarah from Bnei Brak, who
was diagnosed with a serious illness, r”l. The family moved to New York for her
treatments, and after enduring five and a half years of terrible suffering and grueling
medical procedures, she tragically passed away. During the shiva, the father shared
a deeply moving story about Sarah’s journey.

At one point during her treatments, the doctors warned that the day’s procedure
would be especially harsh. Sarah would likely feel extremely dizzy, weak, and
nauseous. Her father, understandably concerned, called a local chesed organization
that arranges rides for patients to the hospital. He made a special request: “Please
send me a car that will provide my daughter with a smooth ride. Don’t send an old,
bumpy car, but also don’t send a brand-new car. She’s likely going to vomit, and |
don’t want to ruin someone’s new vehicle.”

To his surprise, as they were leaving the hospital after Sarah’s treatment, waiting
for them was a brand-new car. It looked like it had just been driven off the dealership
lot, the papers still on the mats. It seemed like the car had never been used before.
As expected, during the ride home, Sarah became sick and vomited multiple times.

The father, feeling guilty, immediately called the chesed organization to
apologize for the mess. What he heard in response was truly remarkable. The head
of the organization explained, “You don’t understand. | have a list of people who
have a very special custom. Whenever they purchase or lease a new car, they call
me and ask when they can send their brand-new vehicle with one of our drivers to
pick up a sick child from the hospital. They tell me, ‘| want the chanukas habayis,
the inaugural use of my new car to be the mitzvah of driving a sick child home from
chemotherapy. Let that child be the one who dirties up the car — that’s how | want
my car’s life to begin.”

The head of the organization went on, “These people will not drive their new
car before it is used for this mitzvah. It is an incredible gesture of kindness, a true
act of chesed, and a way to begin the car’s life in the most meaningful way possible.”

This story demonstrates how deeply the values of kindness, sacrifice, and unity
permeate the lives of those who truly understand the power of chesed. It also brings
to light the profound truth that chesed, the act of carrying the burden of another
person, is not just a noble deed but a crucial component in the fulfillment of our
ultimate destiny. Through these acts of kindness, we bring ourselves closer to the
geulah we all yearn for. May we all be inspired to perform more acts of chesed, to
strengthen our bonds with each other, and to merit the ultimate geulah speedily,
in our days.



Guided Growth:

Yetzias Mitzrayim Until Today

(continued from page 1)
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D'nn — and Mitzrayim dealt strongly with the
nation to hurry and send them out of the land
for they said, ‘we will all die/” The people of
Egypt, who epitomized impurity, knew that their
existence was in grave jeopardy, and that’s why
they were so desperate for us to leave at once.
This is why it was indeed imperative that the
exodus not be delayed even one moment longer.

Every year, on the night of the seder, Hashem
reenacts the events of that awesome time. He
enters into our homes in galus and listens as we
tell the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim. This revelation
has the power to combat any bad that threatens
us. Let us take notice and make the most of this
precious gift.

Avoiding and Embracing the Challenge

Moshe Rabbeinu had two sons, Gershon and
Eliezer. According to some opinions (see Gemara
Avodah Zara 24a — b and Tosfos ad loc.; see also
Maharil Diskin, Parshas Yisro) they were not
present at Matan Torah. Why not? The Medrash
(Tanchuma Yoshon, Yisro 11) says that Yisro could
not be by Matan Torah because he did not endure
the slavery of Mitzrayim. Simply understood, the
children of Moshe Rabbeinu also missed being
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Rabbi Daniel Yarmush

The Sforno (Shemos 7:3) writes that the purpose of the first nine makkos was solely to give the Mitzrim

by Har Sinai for the same reason, because they
too didn’t endure the slavery.

Rashi (Yisro) tells us that, in fact, Moshe was on
the way to bring them to Mitzrayim, but Aharon
stopped him on the way. Aharon said, “we are
pained enough about all the people already in
Mitzrayim, how can you bring more?” Moshe
agreed and sent Tziporah back to Yisro with the
two children, sparing them from enduring the
slavery of Mitzrayim.

If we contemplate this, there is an amazing
and extremely fundamental lesson for us to
learn. The difficulties endured in Mitzrayim
were unimaginable, spiritually and physically.
Yet, surely, they were well worth it. Eisav said,
“I don’t want the slavery, and | don’t want the
gains.” But Yaakov Avinu accepted it and that is
why we are who we are today, as the nation of
Klal Yisroel. Yet Aharon tells Moshe, “Don’t bring
your children.” How are we to understand this?
Wasn’t the slavery critical to making us into the
nation that we are?

The answer is, as great and as beneficial
nisyonos are for us, we need to avoid them at
all costs, even if it means missing Matan Torah
itself! The danger is too great, and we must do
our best to avoid them. Klal Yisroel who were in
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Mitzrayim had their opportunity given to them
and were charged with rising to the challenge.
When Hashem sends us a challenge, we can be
rest assured that within us lies the strength and
fortitude to overcome it. We can rejoice over
the unfathomable benefits we are destined to
merit because of it. But if Hashem gives us the
ability to avoid the challenge, then that is our
responsibility. This is what Aharon was telling
Moshe. Those that are there, are there. We
must bear their pain and endure their suffering
together with them. But those that are not there
must stay away.

As the world presents us with our own
nisyonos in this galus, we need to realize this
message. We must do our utmost to avoid each
and every test which comes our way, even if it
means missing something as great as Matan
Torah itself! At the same time, when we are
presented with a test we can’t avoid, we should
rejoice over the fact that Hashem is once again
presenting us with a challenge that can bring us
to the greatest of heights. May we soon see the
day of “NIX791 1INIX DMIXAN JNKXY N — as in
the days when you went out of Mitzrayim, | will
show you wonders.”

a push to

do teshuvah. Although Hashem knew, of course, that they would do nothing of the sort, He still gave them the opportunity and impetus to do
so. The Sforno explains that Hashem wanted to show us, Klal Yisroel, how much He desires repentance. “12'win% 123 DY 7 29! N7X 22w UrTING
1"78.” He changed all different parts of nature just to get those wicked people to change their hearts and ways. In this way we can appreciate
the fact that no matter how far we may fall ¢”v, Hashem is waiting hopefully, every minute, for our return.

Alex, a Russian baal teshuva learning in Ohr Sameach, once received a letter from his old friend back home, Boris Zlatovitch. Boris was
writing to tell him that he was going to join Alex soon in Ohr Sameach. What caused this exciting development? He explained with an amazing
story. As with so many of Alex’s old friends, Boris was a sworn Bolshevik conscripted in the army. His unit had been deployed to Afghanistan
where they were sent to vanquish an uprising of rebels. They were stationed for a time on a mountain in the wilderness. One day, Boris
chanced upon a large poisonous snake. He had learned that it is possible to make “friends” with such creatures and decided to try. He gave the
snake some food, and indeed it swallowed it. He came back for a few days and found that snake each time. One day, it was announced that
they would be moving to the next mountain over. Boris went to see his “friend” the last time. Suddenly the snake shot up, hissing menacingly.
Boris knew not to run — he froze in place. He stood still, his heart pounding wildly and the snake stared at him. A full hour passed, then another.
Eight long hours later, the snake dropped down and slithered away. Boris ran back to find that his unit had left long ago. Trekking towards the
next mountain, he found a shocking sight! His entire unit had been slain by the rebels (Hagadas Rav Shalom — Hallel).

Times have changed, but Hashem has not. Hashem sent that snake to save Boris’ life. His physical life and his spiritual life. Boris got the
message and returned home. If only we would realize how much Hashem longs for us to return to Him and do teshuvah for any wrong we may
have done.
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STORY

Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Weg

Rabbi  Shlomo Landau shared an
extraordinary story that illustrates the depth
of hashgacha pratis. One morning, a stranger
appeared at the vasikin minyan in Stamford Hill,
London. He davened with remarkable sincerity
and focus. Naturally, the regulars were curious.
One of the men approached him afterward and
politely asked where he was from.

The man smiled but revealed very little. “I'm
just a Yid from Eretz Yisrael,” he said. Over time,
the two began learning together after davening.
The stranger was clearly very knowledgeable,
yet he remained private about his past. Nearly
a month went by like this until one morning his
chavrusa could no longer contain his curiosity.
“At least tell me your name,” he asked. The man
paused and then agreed. What followed was an
unbelievable story.

“I’'m in London now because my wife is very
ill,” he began quietly. “We came here to see a
specialist. In Eretz Yisrael | always daven vasikin,
so | searched for a minyan here as well.”

He continued. “l actually grew up completely
secular. At seventeen, | enlisted in the Israeli
army. They quickly realized | wasn’t suited for
infantry service, so they offered me a position
with the Israeli intelligence services.” For years
he underwent intense training. Languages.
Surveillance. Tracking. Explosives. Counter-
terror operations. “I eventually became one of
their top agents.”

Then he described one particular mission.
He and another agent were sent to Zurich,
Switzerland, to track a dangerous terrorist. Their
orders were simple: follow the target, study his
routine, and wait for the right opportunity.

After days of observation, they discovered
the terrorist had one predictable moment each
day when he was completely alone — when
he went to eat dinner at a particular halal
restaurant. They devised a plan. On a Friday
night, they would ambush him as he exited the
restaurant. Everything was prepared. But that
afternoon something completely unexpected
happened.

“That Friday afternoon,” the man continued,
“I suddenly had a craving for Israeli food.” In

Zurich there was a small store selling kosher
products and Israeli imports. He went in to buy
something.

As he shopped, a Chassidishe Yid
approached him. “Erev Shabbos Shalom! Atah
Yisraeli, nachon?” The agent immediately
replied in perfect German. “I don’t know what
you’re talking about.” But the Chassid wasn’t
fooled. He kept speaking Hebrew, smiling
warmly — as if to say, you can run, but you
can’t hide. Eventually the agent gave in. “Yes,”
he admitted. “I'm Israeli.” The Chassid then
asked the question that changed everything:
“Where are you eating tonight for the Shabbos
seudah?” “I'm not,” the agent replied. “I’'m not
Shomer Shabbos.” But the man would not take
no for an answer. “Come to my house! My wife
cooks incredible food. Homemade challah,
dips, fish, chicken, kugel. The kids are adorable.
When was the last time you had a real Shabbos
meal?” The agent hesitated. Truthfully, he felt
lonely. The warmth sounded appealing. Finally,
he agreed — with one condition. “l must leave
exactly at 7:30. | have an important meeting.”
“Of course,” said the Chassid.

That night he arrived at the apartment. “It
felt like | had stepped onto a different planet,”
the man told his chavrusa. The home glowed
with the warmth of Shabbos. The smell of
fresh challah and chicken filled the air. The
children were dressed beautifully, their faces
shining. They seated him in the place of honor.
The children crowded around him, excited to
meet the guest. They sang Shalom Aleichem.
Then Eishes Chayil. Everything was explained
to him patiently. “I was captivated,” he said.
“l had never experienced anything like it. The
warmth, the singing, the joy... the food!” For
the first time in years, he felt truly connected.
He completely lost track of time.

Suddenly he glanced at his watch. 7:45. He
jumped up in panic, ran out the door, and sped
toward the meeting point. As he approached
the area, he saw flashing lights. Police.
Ambulances. Chaos. He soon discovered what
had happened. Someone had tipped off the
terrorists. Instead of the agents ambushing the
terrorist, an ambush had been set for them. His
partner had arrived on time. And he was killed.
The agent stood there stunned. Had he arrived
on schedule, he would have been standing right
beside him. “The zchus of that Shabbos seudah
saved my life,” he said quietly.

After that night, he said, something inside
him changed. “I couldn’t go back to being the
same person.” The warmth of that Shabbos,
and the realization that it had saved his life,
stayed with him constantly. Eventually he
left the secret service. He enrolled in a ba’al
teshuvah yeshiva and began learning seriously
about Torah and Shabbos. Years passed. He
became fully observant. He married a ba’alas
teshuvah, and today — Baruch Hashem — he has
children and grandchildren learning Torah and
living lives of mitzvos. “That’s why I’'m here in
London now,” he concluded softly. “My wife is
undergoing treatments. We’re hoping for a full
recovery.”

The chavrusa sat there in complete shock.
The man noticed. “Is everything okay?” he
asked. The chavrusa hesitated, then said: “Tell
me... the place where you ate that Shabbos
meal — was it an apartment?” “Yes.” “Do
you remember what it looked like?” “Very
clearly” “Was there a clock on the wall... with
three pictures above it?” “Yes!” “And do you
remember a little boy sitting at the table?”
“Yes...” The chavrusa looked at him and said:
“Then look at me.” The agent stared in disbelief.
The little boy who had been sitting at that
Shabbos table in Zurich... was now his chavrusa
in London. The Chassidishe host who had invited
him to the seudah — was his chavrusa’s father.

This story is filled with layers of meaning.
First and foremost, the incredible hashgacha
pratis. Over more than twenty years, Hashem
orchestrated events so that the son of the
man who unknowingly saved this agent’s life
would later become the person learning Torah
with him during a difficult time in London. This
is precisely the message we emphasize at the
Pesach Seder — that Hashem guides every detail
of our lives.

But there is another powerful lesson. The
power of a Shabbos seudah. A warm Shabbos
table — filled with singing, joy, meaning, good
food, and genuine love — was powerful enough
to transform a hardened intelligence agent
and ultimately lead him back to Yiddishkeit. It
reminds us of our responsibility.

At our Seders, Yom Tov meals, and Shabbos
seudos, we should strive to create that same
warmth and beauty for everyone present
— especially our family and guests. Because
sometimes a single Shabbos seudah can change
a life. And sometimes, it can even save one.






